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* A new surge in oil prices
amid a widening war in the
Middle East helped to sink
W.S. stocks, with the S&P
500, Dow industrials and
Masdaq falling 0.6%, 1.6% and
0.2%, respectively. B1

#+ U.S. jobless claims held
steady last week as employers
preferred to retain staff rather
than implement layoffs. A2

+ BYD released a new aslec-
tric-wehicle battery that can
be fully charged in nine min-
utes in an effort to address
slowing demand and falling
market share in China. B4

+ VW said it had delivered
four million all-electric wehi-
cles since it launched its
first model in 2013. B4

# Six Flags agreed to sell
seven of its regional amuse-
ment parks to EPR Properties
for total cash consideration of
£331 million, aiming to simplify
its portfolio and strengthen
its balance sheet. B1

+ Target said it planned to
open more than 20 locations
this year, part of a strategy
to drive long-term, sustain-
able growth by investing in
its stores.

+ Meata Platforms said it
would let rival chatbots
communicate with users on
its WhatsApp messaging
platform after a caution by
EU regulators. B2

#+ Kroger igher
profit and sales for the fiscal
fourth quarter while fore-
casting continued growth in
2026, though at a slower
rate than last year. B3

# Victoria's Secret reported
strong fiscal fourth-guarter
results, beating Wall Street's
estimates on both its top
and bottom lines. B3

Worldwide
—

* Trump fired Kristi Noem
as secretary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security,
saying he would replace her
with Republican Sen. Mark-
wayne Mullin of Oklahoma. AT
+ Pentagon officials are draw-
ing up plans to replenish LS.
munitions expended fighting
Iran over the past waek, in
keeping with the administra-
tion’s efforts to increase the
number of missiles manu-
factured each year. A1, A&6-9
* The ULLAE. is

freezing billions of dollars of
Wranian assets held in the Gulf
state, an act that could sever
ane of Tehran’s most impor-
tant economic lifelines. AB

+ Anthropic CEQ Dario
Amadei apologized for a
leaked memo questioning
the Trump administration’s
motives for declaring his Al
company a supply-chain risk
and halting its government
relationships, but said it will
fight the mowve in court. A3
<+ OpanAl believes clected of-
ficials. mot tech company exec-
utives, should determine the
limits of how Al can be used
in national defense, Chief Ex-
ecutive Sam Altman said. A3

# The SEC moved to dismiss
a civil frawd lawsuit it had filed
against crypto billionaire Jus-
tin Sun, who became a major
imwestor in Trump's crypto
projects as he sought leniency
from LS. law enforcers. A3
+ Top Republican leaders
asked Rep. Tony Gonzales to
drop his re-election bid a day
after he admitted to having
an affair with an aide who
later killed herself. A3

#+ States filed a lawsuit chal-
lenging a new global tariff
that Trump imposed. A2
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Requests to
Congress and push
to boost weapons
production explored

By Mancus WEeISGERBER
Anp Drew FITzGERALD

Pentagon officials are draw-
ing up plans to replenish U.S.
munitions expended fighting
Iran ower the past week, ac-

to people familiar with
the matter, a step in the Trump
administration’s efforts to
drastically increase the number

of missiles made cach year.
Lawmakers in C and

defense-industry uﬂicials are

expecting a

A building in Beiruts suburbs was reduced lnrul:hln on Thursday during wawes of Israeli strikes that also hit Tehran. A7

Pentagon Races to Secure Cash
For Iran Operations, Munitions

War's Path
# Grief and pride in lowa as
takes Wves ... AS

from the Pentagon to pay for
costs associated with the war.
The funding would support
purchase of Patriot, Tomahawl
and Thaad missile systems,
which have been in heavy use
since the U.S. and Isracl began
their strikes, the people said.

Recent fighting in the Middle
East burned stockpiles
for some of those weapons.

is wrestling with how to pay for

#* Pentagon keeps focus on
Jets. naval ships———.
#* Kurdish uprising would

come with risks. AT

a war with an indefinite end
date. It is also facing an indus-
trial base that was stretched to
meet current demand and po-
tential threats from China.
The conflict in the Middle
East continued to escalate on
Thursday, with Israel saying it

started another wave of large-
scale strikes on Tehran and
struck Hezbollah command cen-
ters in Beirut, while Iran fired
mare missiles toward Israel and
hit its northern neighbor, Azer-
baijan, the latest nation to be
dragged into the war. Azerbai-
jan promised a response.
Admiral Brad Cooper, the
Central Command chief, said
ULS. forces attacked the head-
quarters of the regime mili
that is “targeting the prote
ers” and urged Iranians to
stay inside.
Meanwhile the State De-
Please turn to page AS
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Surge in Oil Prices Hits Stocks

WS, crude futures rose 8.5% on Thursday, the biggest one-day
percentage gain since 2020. The surge sent stocks lower,
extending mowves that have rippled through the markets. B1

Thursday

$85.41

Highest settle value
since July 8, 2024,

With Fewer Weapons,
Iran’s Strikes Decline
But Targels Broaden

The U5, and Israel said they
have degraded Iran’s missile
stockpiles and launchers, blunt-
ing Tehran's ability o unleash
massive barrages like those at
the opening of the conflict.

By Jared Malsin
in Istanbul
and Anat Peled
in Jerusalem

Yet Iran is still striking
back by widening the war
across the Middle East, hitting
at least 11 countries in six
days and jolting the global
economy in a bid to pressure
W 1 to end the war.

ballistic-missile
launches were down 90% from
the first day of fighting, the
Pentagon said Thursday.
Drone attacks fell 83% from
the first days of the campaign.
The U.S. and Israel are bet-
ting that cnppang Iran's mis-
sile arsenal is key to crushi
the regime's ability to fight
back. But Iran s has other
ways to retaliate, most impor-
tant its arsenal of low-cost
drones. It continues to launch
drones by the hundreds at
Arab neighbors across the Per-
sian Gulf, spreading fear, roil-
ing markets and disrupting
Please turn to page A6

Tump
Removes
Noem as
Homeland
Secretary

Testimony at hearing
enraged president;
Sen. Mullin is picked
for the position

President  Trump ousted

Depart

rity, saying Thursday he would
replace her with Sen. Mark-
wayne Mullin of Oklahoma.

and Michelle Hackman

Noem becomes the first
cabinet secretary to be fired
by Trump in his sccond term.
Her departure follows a tu-
multuous tenure that cul
nated in two -profile ki
ings of U.S. citizens by federal
immigration agents and a pair
of congressional hearings that
displayed bipartisan frustra-
tion with her leadership.

Trump been telling
White House adwvisers for at
beast a weck that he was tired of
the infighting and drama at
Homeland Security. The final
straw for him was Noem's com-
bative hearing Tuesday before
the Senate Judiciary Committee.

The president watched the
testimony and was apoplecti
about her performance, tell-
ing advisers that evening he
would remove her from the
job, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter.
Trump, a Republican, also be-
gan calling members of Con-
gress and asking for replace-
ment ideas, the person said.

Trump fired Noem in a
phone call minutes before she
took the stage in Nashville,
Tenn.. to deliver remarks on
law enforcement and take
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By AnNDREA PETERSEN

High Schools Are Losing Fight
Againsl Pol— Even During Class

Legalization makes marijuana culturally acceptable and easy
to get for underage students; ‘it was a party in the bathroom’

location identified in the alert, the “E* girls'

phone: “High Vape Index."”

BRENTWOOD, Calif.—It was 10:09 and 22
seconds on a Friday morning at Liberty High
School when an alert dinged on James Geis's

He dashed out of the administrative
building and jumped into a golf cart, racing
across the school’s sprawling campus to the

the door.

bathroom. Within minutes he was outside

A girl walked out. “Can I talk to you? Was
there anyone else in there with you?" said

Geis, one of the school’s campus supervisors

tasked with combating marijuana use—or
what many Liberty students call “narcs.”

Please turn to page AIO

By NatasHa Dancoon

SOUTH LONDON—This mall
has scen better days. The
once-bustling complex with al
the high-street favorites is
largely empty, with owver 70

- - -

wacant units. Floorboards are
loose, buckets collect water
from the leaking roof, and the
cafes are a mere facade.
It tarns out all it needed
was a visit from Taylor Swift.
The pop star filmed part of

Taylor Swift Tests Her Powers on a London Eyesore

Drab mall started getting rave reviews after pop star’s music video

the music video for her latest
single, “Opalite,” in Croydon's
Whitgift Centre—an uanre-
markable mall in a less re-
markable London suburb.
When Croydon appears in the

Please turn to page AIO

Firms Rush Shipments
Aflter Ruling on TarilTs

By Rute Smmon

Michacl Burns made a bet
that the Supreme Court would
strike down some of the
Trump administration's tar-
iffs. Now it is paying off.

Burns, who owns the auto-
products maker ValvoMax, de-
cided to hold parts for the
company's oil-change kits in
India back in October, hoping
that a court ruling would
lower the tariff bill.

Once the court ruled that
some tariffs were illegal,
Burns jumped into action,
telling the factory to ship the
parts as soon as possible, be-
fore rates changed again.

“This is a big win for me,
even if I don't get the refund,’ -
said Bums, who e S Bo Py
£15,000 instead of $50,000 in
tariffs on the shipment, valued
at about $100,000. “For a
small-business owner, that's a
lot of money.”

Companies that have been
feeling the pinch from import

duties over the past year are
scrambling to capitalize on
the Supreme Court ruling.
even as it has sparked a fresh
wawve of uncertainty.

Some quickly made the de-
cision to accelerate shipments
to take advantage of the new,
lower tariff rates. Others are
looking to speed up produc-
tion of key items or rethink-
ing pricing strategies. Busi-
nesses are also totaling up
their tariff bills—and taking
steps to boost their chances
of securing a refund.

Rapid-fire tariff changes
over the past year have fueled

economic uncertainty and
made planning challenging
for companies of all sizes. Ar

ValvoMax, higher tariff bills
had forced the company to
delay the introduction of a
new oil-filter tool and put off
plans to hire an additional
employee. ValvoMax has four
employees who assemble,
test, package and fulfill or-

Please turn to page A2




MORE PUZZLES, MORE FUN FULL PAGE IN LIFE

Horror classic gets
new spin in ‘Bride?”

monster inspiration from Mary

I Director Maggie Gyllenhaal pulls
Shelley's “Frankenstein.” In Life

Trump’s
actions
scramble
doctrine

Venezuela, Iran open
‘uncharted territory”’

Michael Collins
USa TODAY

WASHINGTON — On the night he
was elected to a second term, President
Donald Trump tried to put to rest con-
cerns raised by his opponents that he
would lead the United States into war.

“I'm not going to start a war,” he said
in his victory speech before a erowd of
supporters at the Palm Beach County
Convention Center in Florida. *“I'm
going to stop wars.”

Yet in his first year back in the
White House, he has unleashed U.S.
military power on eight other nations.
He ordered U.S. forces into Venczuecla
to capture that country’s leader, Nico-
las Maduro. And, in the most sweeping
military operation of his presidency,
the United States and Israel launched
a joint attack on Iran Feb. 28 that tar-
geted the Middle Eastern county's
missile capabilities and its leadership.

Explosions rock Tehran on March 2
after the United States and Israel
attacked Iran. MA D ASSARIPOURS
WEST ASIA NEWS AGENCY VIA REUTERS

Six U.S. service members and more
than 1200 Iranians, including Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
and dozens of his top lisutenants, hawve
been killed in the attacks.

The capture of Maduro and the war
in Iran are significant not only because
of the scale of those operations but be
cause they appear to signal a new ap-
proach to foreign policy under Tramp.
Both attempted not only to eliminate
what Trump asserts are threats to the
United States, but they also decapitat-
ed the governments of those countries
and removed their heads of state.

“We are in uncharted territory,” said
Alexander Downes, director of the In
stitute for Security and Conflict Stud-
ies al George Washington University.

White House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt said in a statement to
UsSA TODAY that the president’s
decision to launch military strikes in
Iran was grounded “in a truth that
presidents for nearly 50 years hawve
been talking about, but no president
had the courage to confront: Iran poses
a direct and imminent threat to the
United States of America and our
troops in the Middle East.”

See TRUMP, Page ZA

Follow developments
live at usatoday.com

See how the lran war is unfolding
in maps, graphics and images.
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Lou Holtz’s career:
Legendary, magical

a spell on everything he touched

I Column: Iconic football coach put
at Notre Dame. In Sports
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ILLUSTRATION BY TRACIE KEETOM/
USA TODAY; GETTY IMAGES

2026 tax season a

‘maze of complexity

Mew rules might mean bigger
refunds, but they won't come
easy. In Weekend Extra
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Following a dream,
from ‘trailer girl’ to
country superstar

Lainey Wilson built career with
fire and faith, ‘brick by brick’

Bryan West The Tennessean | USA TODAY MNETWORK

hen Lainey Wilson was 9 years old, she
wrote a song called “Lucky Me.” « She
still remembers every word. e That same

year,

she got her first pair of bell-

bottoms, her first horse and her first glimpse of the stage
that would indelibly shape her future: the Grand Ole Opry.
& “My mom and daddy brought me to Nashwville when Twas
9 years old,” Wilson says on a video call from Brisbane,

Australia. “I just

remember going to the Opry and

watching Bill Anderson, Crystal Gayle, Phil Vassar, Little
Jimmy Dickens, and I just thought, ‘Man, I want to be part
of this community.” I felt like I kind of already was. I just
needed to try to convince everybody else that 1 was, too.”

See WILSONM, Page 3A

About the
Women of the
Year project

UsAa TODAY's Women of
the Year is a recognition
of women who have
made a significant
impact in their
communities and across
the country.

Meet this vear’'s
honorees at
womenoftheyear.
usatoday.com.

ABOVE: Lainey Wilson,
aUsa TODAY Women
of the Year honoree,
performs around the
world, including in
Brisbane, Australia.
PROVIDED BY ERICK FROST

Cursive handwriting making its big comeback

A growing number of U.S. schools
are returning to teaching cursive
handwriting. MAMNISH GUPTASGETTY IMAGES

More states mandating
skill be taught in schools

Phaedra Trethan
Usa TODAY

Many people of a certain age remem
ber practicing loops and waves, moving
our small hands clutching pencils
across pages with light blue dotted and
solid lines. But in many schools, that el-
ementary school rite of passage went
away as kids turned to computers and
kevboards.

A growing number of states, though,
are regui schools to start teaching
cursive writing to students once again.
New Jersey and Pennsylvania each en-
acted legislation in 2026 requiring
schools to teach kids to read and write
the way their grandparents did. Penn-
sylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro signed the
legislation on Feb. 11; in New Jersey, Gowv.
Phil Murphy signed the mandate into
laww before leaving office in January.

According to Education Week, more
than half of U.S5. states now require or

See CURSIVE, Page 3A
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Lessons from the Anthropic-Pentagon face-off

US to tap Ukraine for Iran interceptors

e Pentagon sets sights on
cheaper drones from Kyiv

CHARLES CLOVER — LONDON
CHERISTOPMER MILLER — K71V

The Pentagon and at least one Gull gov-
ermment arc in talks 1o buy Ukrainian

madde imerceptons to fend off aracks by
Iramian drones, according to industry
figures in Ukraine.

Gull states have been using expensive
Patrict missiles to defend themselves
of lIranian Shahed drones
5 and lsrael launched their
war last weckened. But th stocks are
diminishing, and they are looking to
Kyiv’s experience lor cheaper defence
against Russiandrone barrages.

Iran, which experts say may have
stockpiled tens of thousands of Shahed
drones, has mainly argeted Gull states
to sow terror and use up adversaries”

to-air and alir-to-air nuissiles.

The United Arab Emirates said that
Tehran had lannched 131 drone attacks
o lis territery yesterday, bringing the
total simoe the war began o LOT2.

According boUhe UAE's delence minis-
try: 10600 harve been intereepted.

As Gull naiions rushed o source more
interceptors, kerael and the US contin.
ued their attacks against Iran for the
sixth day. Heavy bombardment rocked
Tehran as bocal myedia reporied strikes
om residential areas. The death toll has
risento 1,230, Iran's Foundation of Mar-
tyrsand Veteran Affairs said,

Valedymyr Zelenidoyy yesterday con-
firmed the FT's report during 3 briefing
in Kyiv, saying his government was in
talks with Gull nations aboul sharing its
expertise on downing drones. The
Ukrainian president hopes Lo reccive
Patriot interceptor missibes in exchange
for Kyiv's cheaper interoeplor dromcs.

“our appeal is very simple: we woubd
like Lo Bl our deficit of Patriol missiles
and supply a certain mumber of inter
‘ceptors.” he said.

Eclenskyy said more than 500 inter
wrptor mixstles had boon bisnched from
US-muade Patriot air-defence systems in
the Middle Exst since Saturday to com
Lt Iranian at tacks, “Ulkrainc has never
had so many missiles to repel | Russian)|
attacks™ since the start of Moscow's
imvasioniouryears ago, he added.

Earlier this weck, Zelenakyy said be
had been in contact with the emir of
Qatar and the UAES president abwoul

citi |

Citi internal security unit
faces *hit squad” criticism

A evternal drvrsion of the Wall Siress
barik that boasrs ex-law enfaroement
afficisls equipped 1o take on Semout
casqs of wrongdeang = facing onhcizm
fromn stall aver the way it is deployed
Some sad statements to C5E5 wenr
uzed agamst them, and two said they
e Boeoed S, clalme Fhat Citl denles.
‘CitTs CSIS oparates ac HR' intermal hin
squad, highly trasned 1o pronect the
firm at employees’ expense, a staff
b whio sued the Bank said
Report = PacE s

e Stockpile of expensive
Patriot missiles declines

| & Zelenskyy confirms UAE
| and Qatar defence-led talks

Israel and the US bombarded Telran lor a sixth straight day. Iran’s death toll reached L2530 v spmpmnmn s mes

Europe—to—ASia flights squeezed after
attack forces Azerbaijan to close route

PETER CAMPRELL — LOMDON

Abr travel between Eunopse and Asia has
been squeczed into a narrow corridor
just 30 miles across after a drone attack
on Azerbaljan closed the country's
wouthern airguce.

The attack, whi
on lran, has
western airlines, which are struggling to
rmaintain a viable east-west route while
avoiding the war in the Middle East and
Learas enen lyimgg emver Rurssin.

Industry cxperts said airlines would
be forced 1o turn passengers away to
encure Mights to Asia were light encagh
to make the entire journey i Azerbai-
jan’s northern airspace also shut.

Thousands of flights a day operate
between Funope and Asia and are un-
usually busy with travellers unable 1o
change inGull airports, such as Dubai.

Azerbaijan blamed

Hikoe Chi
mese rivals are barred from Dying over
Russia, have already warned that cho-
sures in lran. Iraq and Qatar woubd add
themve and cost 1o thelr lights o Asia.
gin Atkantic warned that fights Lo
india and the Maldives would take
longer but stressed that its aircrait
abways currhed fry

The northern sector of Azerbaijan,
imcluding its airport at Baku, remaing
open. Immediately after the attack,
Mights were hugsing the northern bor-
der with Russia, Flightradar24 data
showed. But i the country’s nerthern
airspace closed completely, planes
would be farced to travel thousands of
miles asound the south of the Gulf.

That might put some of the longest-
range services, such as those to Aus-
tralia, oul of rangeof some aircralt, sasd
Andrew Charlion, a consaltant at Avia-

Western alrlines, which o

wiggh

tion Advocacy. “The chokepaint is
luardest for airlines Ul cannol overlly
Russia, just adding to the geopalitical
complexdty of the situation.” he sabd.

Some planes might need o limit pas
senger numbers in order o guarantes
completing their jourmeys, he added. "1t
is fair Lo say that the Qantas London-
Sydney Might would struggle, and Perth,
o, perhapa. Sometimes it B the airline,
mot the state, that makes these calls.™

British Alreays and Qantas both run
services from Loadon o Australia th:
stop toreuel partway. Many of the most
popular services 1o Australasia have
been suspended this week, as many of
the flights connect in Daha in Qatar,
which remains closed. Alr France, KLM
and Lufthansa also run frequent serv-
joes to Asia from their home conntries,
while Cathay Pacilic runs regular Lon-
dan services from Heong Kong.
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wsinig Uk rinian anti-drone technobogy,
adding: “Uleraine's expertise in counter.
ing Shahed drones is carrently the most
adhvanced in the world.”

Felenskyy aleo said he had instracted
officials in Kyiv to “present options” to
couniries seeking interceptors, adding
that Ukraine lad the capability to belp
“restore safe navigation™ in the Gulf.

The Pentagon did not respond to a
request lor comment.

Ukraine has pioneend using mass-
produced interceptors costing a few
thousand dollars o destroy Russian ver-
sions of the Shahed, launched against
Ukrainian cities in swarms. Shaheds
wost 4 mere $30,000, while interceptor
missiles such as the PAC-3s used in the
Patriof system oost millions.

One Ukrainian official described the
discussions with the Pentagon as a "sen-
sitive” topic, adding: “It is abvious that
there bs a sunge b inbevest in e Ukaln
ian dromne intercepiors, which can inter.
wept Lhe Shahed lor 2 very low cost.™

A Iecal industry figure said any sales
ol Ukrainian systems, even those made
outside the country, would have to bein
co-ardimation with Kyi

Because they are casy 1o hide and can
be launched Irom anywhere, Lhe
Shaheds are bess vulnerable ta US and
Lsracli tactics that rely on destroying
launchers and stockpiles of missiles on
the ground befone they are fired.

In Ukraine, “there are literally
dozen companics that make kinetic
interceplors — little bullet-shaped
quadcapters or fixed-wing drones — for
a lew thousand dollars apiece” that can
intercept the Shaheds, said ane person
familiar with the talks.

trankan Shahed dromes were previ
ausly judged Lo be a mrere nuisance, and
ot worth an expensive interceptar, but
in some cases have caused real 5

A video on Saturday shewed a Shahed
destroying a satellite antenpa at a US
naval base in Manama, Bahrain.

“The fact that Shaheds are getting
Usrough at all, let alooe a military base
that is the ops centne for the entire Mid-
dle East, and in broad daylight, is
astounding,” sald one person who has
served at the US Navy's Filth Fleet head-
quarters in Bahrain.

Gulf seeks US interceptors pegs 3

e Techran's Shahed weapons
versatile and easy to conceal
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= White House overtures to
Kurdish militants fo join the
campaign must owercome a
histary of betrayal Page 2

= Disruptions to ferfiliser

productian in the Middle East
have intensified fears for food
production worldwide Page 2

& Fear grips southern Beirut
after lsrael yesterday issued an
evacuation order 1o hundreds
of thousands of people Page 3

= Spanish premier Pedro
Sanchez’s defiance of Trump
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THE WEATHER
Today. morning drizzle, cloudy,
chilly, high 42. Tonight, cloudy, driz-
zle, fog, low 8. Tomormow, morning
drizzhe, mosily cloudy, arcas of fog,
high 49. Wealher map, Page BI2.
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TRUMP FIRES NOEM
AS CHIEF OF D.H.S.
AFTER ROCKYTERM

Criticism Over Handling Ad Contracts —
Senator Is Named as Replacement

This article is by Michael C. Bend.
er. Michael Gold, Hamed Aleas
and Maggie Haberman.

WASHINGTON — President
Trump fired Kristi Noem as home-
L security secretary on Thurs-
day and announced plans to re-
place her with Senator Mark-
wayne Mullin of Oklahoma, con-
cluding a long-building frustra-
tion with Ms. Noem that had come
w a head this week with her
grilling by Republicans at con-
gressional hearings.

Mr Trump ammounced the
change on social media, along
with a new, anrl p:e\.l usly non-
exisvent, role fo
the-atlmlm:-tr'm
for the Shield of the Americas,
which he said would be a new se-
curity initiative for the Western
Hemisphere.

Mr. Trump is close with M
Mullin, a Republican, and speaks

LRIC LEE FOR TIE AW v TIMES
Kristi Noem is the first cabinet
member to be ousted in the
president’s second term.

with him regulariy. Mr. Mullin sxid
that Ms. Mocem had “done the best
that she could do under the cir-
cumstances,” but that he hoped o
leaurn from her tenure and “baald
off things that didnt quite go as
planned.” Mr Trump said Ms.
Noem would remain in her cur-

rent role il March 31. She
thankoed hir her own social me-
dia post.

The immediate catalyst for Ms.
MNoem's firing appeared to be her
answers during two congres-
sjonal hq.amu,sllna_uuk particu-
larly her under-threat-of-perjury
statements that Me Trump had
approved of tens of millions of dol-
lars of government ads in which
she was prominently featured. Mr.
Trump denied that 1o Reuters on
Thursday, saying. “I never knew
anything about L™

Mr. Trump was shown clips of
her answers before a Senate panel
and was angry that she blamed
him for the contentious spots, ac-
cording 1o a person with knowl-
edge of what happened who was
not authorized to discuss the mat-
ter publicly. The ads were
S200  mill plus  gove
funded campaign that included a
subcontractor run by the husband

of Ms. Noem's now-former
spokeswoman, Tricia McLaugh-
lin.

The uprods r the ads came

as recent Wal reet Journal arti-
cles detailed Ms. Noem's spending
decisions — on private jets. in-
clheding one wit bedroom and
only 13 seats that she said would
Continwed on Page AlS
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Wielding Emergency Orders,
Justices Leapfrog State Courts

By ANN E. MARIMOW

WASHINGTON — When the
Supreme Court issued an emer-
gency order this week that pro-
tected the congressional district
of a New York Republican, it
ntervened in a voting rights
dispute. pre-empling the state's
highest court before it had a
chance Lo act.

Since President Trump re-
turned to the White House, the
Supreme Court’s conservative
majority has shown a willingness
o short-circuit lower-court pro-
ceedings with a slew of emer-
gency rulings in federal cases.
But this was a rare instance in
which the justices leapfrogged
the state courts, Loo — a sign.
legal experts said, that despite
imense scrutiny of how the
preme Court has been using its
emergency docket, the conserva-
tive justices appear to be ex-
panding its use rather than con-
straining ir.

Umnlike the court's traditional

“merits™ cases, which arrive
after months or years of lower-
court Cllll-'ﬂdl':rlllﬂll CMErgency
requests are fast-tracked with
limited briefing and almost al-
ways without oral argument. The
emergency docket has exploded
in recent vears. particularty in
the second Trump administra-
tion, with the filings accounting
for a significant part of the jus-
tices” workload. While the quick-
turn orders are technically place
holders, they can effectively
setthe significant issues whil
litigation plays oul in the lower
courts.

The order in the New York
case was unsigned and included
no reasoning, as is typical. The
three ibers ices jined in a
13-page dissent Lo assert that the
majority had interfered with
New York court proceedings in
an inappropriate and unorthodox

Continued on Page A9

After Evacuation Order Unsettles Beirut,
Israel Begins Bomb Campaign Near City

MLAL BN ASACHLA

LEBANON A highway in the Dahiya, on Beirut’s outskirs, after lsrael issued an evacuation order,

ARAZES KNSR P VEMER O

TEHRAN Azadi Stadium, which hosted Frank Sinatra and big soccer matches, was hit by an attack.

AMET F AN FOR THE MW VORE TIMES

ISRAEL Family members looked over the damage to their home Thursday after a missile barrage.

Trump Seeks Say
on Next Leader
in Tehran

This articie is by Exwan Ward, Am-
relien Breeden, Erika Solomon arnd
Thomas Faller

BETRUT, Lehanon — An Israeli
order for residents o “save your
lives and evacuate your homes
mned.mtel:. brought chaos o
the zub rut on Thursday
and was punctuated hours later
with a bombing campaign by Is-
racli warplanes that raised fears
of a new front in the metastasizing
Middle East war.

The Israeli bombings, which
rolled across the city like thunder,
began just before midnight in a
densely populated area oulside
the capital where Hezbollah, the
Lebanese militant group. holds
= The group has received
pons and financial suppo
from lran for decades and has en-
gaged in multiple wars with Is-
racl

The strikes in Lebanon were the
latest proliferating effects of the
nearly weeklong war recently
launched by the United States and
Isra a conflict that the United
N s sakd on Thursday had af-
Tected 16 countries.

As questions swirled about pos-
sible end games for the war, Presi-
dent Trump earlier told two news
outlets on Thursday that he
. ed to be imvolved in picking a
new leader for Lran, in his mostex-
plicit statement yet about his vi-
sion of the U.S. role in creating a
new government in Tehran.

In an interview with Axios, Mr

leader, Ayvatollah Al Khamenei,
who appeared to be the top candi-
date 1o succeed his father, was an
“unaccepiable™ chaice.

M Trump won & victory in the
House on Thursday when law-
makers voted down an effort w
halt the war in Iran and force the
president o seck congressional
approval to résumé it. A small bloc
of Democrats joined nearly all Re-
publicans in delivering an early
sign of suppart for the war.

European governments, rmean-
while, on Thursday accelerated
their deployment of military as-
sets in the Middle East as they
found themselves drawn into a
oo 1 t many keaders initdally
said they uppusl:d_

Prime Minister Keir Starmer of
Britain said four fighter jets were
being sent (o Qatar to strengthen
“defensive operations™ across the
region, and military helicopters
with counter-drone capabilities
were scheduled to arrive in Cy-

Continued on Page A7

DOMN'T SAY “WAR" Republicans are
avoiding the term, instead saying
mission or operation. PAGE A9

LOMNELY FIGHT Iran has a range of
allies, but 2o far their support is
mostly rhetoric. PAGE AE

GUT CALL As President Trump
Follows his instincts, his security
advisers iry to keep up. PAGE A9

Fight Over Climate Law Looms
As New York Energy Costs Soar

By HILARY HOWARD

Jake Korolev has written letters
o Con Edison, asked the utility o
check his meter and filed a com-
plaint with regulators. He is vig-
ilant about turning off his lights
and even his breaker when he
leaves town. But his power bills
are still north of S400 a month.

“Between rent and energy, 1
can't save money"” said Mr Ko-
rolev, 28, who works in the live
music industry and lives in Bush-
wick, Brooklyn. “It weighs on me
every month.
demand for power has
soared in the United States, sky-
high electricity bills have fol-
lowed, contributing to an afford-
ability crisis across the country.
Gov. Mikie Sherrill of New Jersey
ed a state of emergency on
costs on her lirst day in of-
fice, and President Trump
broached the topic with Mayor

Zohran Mamdani during their
first meeting at the White House.,

These concerns have prompred
Gon: Knthy Hochul of New York to
consider drastic changes 10 the
state’s 2019 climate law, the inple-
mentation of which, her agencies
say, could lead o even higher en-
ergy bills.

In MNew York, among the 10 most
expensive states in terms of elec-
ity costs, the battle over utility

es is pitting e activists
and like-minded leg ors, who
believe its crucial o aggressively
ramp up solar, offshore wind and
other green energy projects,
agaimnst Supporiers of Ms.
Hochuls “all of the abowve™ ap-
proach, which emphasizes a bal-
anced mix of energy sources, in-
cluding nuclear.

Continued on Page AI9

‘AVALANCHEY’

An Exploston of Snow, Ice and Debris, Then Came Calls for Help

This article is by Dave Philipps,
Bora Erden, Marco Hernandez ard
Amy Grafy.

TRUCKEE, Calif. — The bliz-
zard blew so fierce that the skier
at the m-ml of the line kept disap-
pearing 0 a whiteout. The
winds were gusting over 50 miles
per hour. Almost four feet of fresh
powder had piled u wl more
was falling every mi

At the back of the line was An-
ton Auzans, trudging behind 12
other backcountry skiers climb-
ing through a clearing high in Cali-
fornia’s Sierra Nevada. He had his
hood pulled low against the pelt-
ing wind

Then came a single word yelled
somewhere ahead:

Mr. Auzans looked up in time 1o
see @ w of white dotted with
strange blurs of color. In the mo-
ment before it reached him, he re-
alized that the colors were the
tumbling skis and clothing of the
other skiers.

He jumped behind a dead tree
for protection, but the snow ‘was
surging down the mountain like a
raging river. It pourcd around the
trunk, dragged him away and
swallowed him in darkness.

Hundreds of thousands of
pounds of snow rushed into the
clearing, slowing as it spilled over
Aatter ground, and settled nto a
dense pile and a terrible silence.
The slide had buried everyone in
the group. Almost.

Two men from the group had
fallen behind.

Continued on Page A12

Jim Hamilton

Anton Auzans

INTERNATIONAL A4-10
Nepal Votes for a New Guard

Six months after a Gen Z revolution led
to the overthrow of the government, a

NATIONAL AlL-20
Measles in a Skeptical County

Im South Carolina, a commumnity that is
generally distrustful of vaccines has
now become ground zero for the largest
measles outhreak since 20000 PAGE Al

OBITUARIES AZ1
He Lifted Notre Dame to Glory

Lou Holtz, who coached six major
colleges to bowl games, captured a
national tithe the 1988 season with an
undefeated Irish team. He was 89,

WEEKEND ARTS C1-12
A Looser Whitney Biennial

This year's presentation has no over-
arching theme but touches on climate

disaster, barder policing and other moral
anxieties af the moment PAGE CI

OPINION A22.23
Kevin D. Williamson
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Trump
Iries to
seed Iran
uprising
He pledgcs Uu.s. help for

Kurds lo seize territory
and overthrow regime

BY KAaRExn DEYOUNG.
MUSTAFA SaLIM,
ELLEN NAKASHIMA
AnD Waneen P. STROBEL

“The Trump administration,
bracing for more U.S. casualties
and considering whether to put
troops on the ground in Iran, has
begun reaching out to Tehran's
domestic opposition as potential
allies to foment an uprising
against the regime.

In calls this week to Kurdish
minority leaders in lIran and
neighboring Iraq, President Don-
ald Trump offered “extensive U.S.
air cover™ and other backing for
anti-regime Iranian Kurds to
take over portions of western
Iran, according to multiple peo-
ple familiar with the effort.

“The American request to the
Iragi Kurds is to open the way
and not obstruct”™ Iranian Kurd-
ish groups mobilizing in Iraq,
“while also providing logistical
support,” said a senior official of
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan,
one of two major political parties
that govern Iraq’s semi-autono-
mous Eurdish region.

“Tromp was clear in his call™
Sunday to PUK leader Bafel Tala-
bani. “He told us the Kurds must
choose a side in this battle —
either with America and Israel or
with Iran,” said official, one
of several Kurdish and ULS. offi-
cials who discussed sensitive
matters on the condition of ano-
nymity

A senior official of the Kurdish
Democratic Party, the other ma-
jor Iraqi party whose leader,

Masoud Barzani, was also called

count, but said that
about who has more active
armed militias™ ready to mowve
into Iran, “its about who has

more support from insbde™
Trump also spoke Toesday
with Mustal’n Hijri, head of the
SEE TRAN ON A12

A site in central Israel struck by a missile Thursday. Iranian
e ed to lessen in volume in recent days.

HADH MITRAN AP

Funerals are held Thursday in Baghdad for fighters from the
PFopular Mobilization Forces killed in a strike in Babil province.

Nations across globe cut off
from crucial energy source

BY EvAN HALPER
AND ANTHONY FAlOLA

Countries across Europe and
Asia are facing a potential ener-
gy crisis r an Iranian drone
strike shut down Qatar's exports
of liquefied natural gas this
week, cutting off nations from
Imdia to Italy from a erocial
energy source and potentially
increasing costs for key indus-
wries in the United States.

Qatar is a linchpin of a global
energy system built on NG, a
fossil fuel less polluting than
ecoal that many countries have
embraced because i easy to
shipand store, and was sourced
from generally stable coun-
tries.

Mow consumers and busi-

nesses from Seoul to Islamabad

to Brussels may face steeply
higher energy costs, after an
Iranian drone struck Qatar's
largest gas liquefaction plant in
Ras Laffan, south of Doha on
Monday. The strike was part of
attacks by Iran on energy infra-
structure in Qatar and fellow
LS. ally Saudi Arabia.

Qatar Energy, which produe-
es and exports LNG, said in a
statement Monday that it
“ceased production” at the facil-
ity. On Wednesday, it announced
it would not be able to honor
export contracts.

It is unclear how long it will
take Qatar Energy to repair the
plant, Analysts say returning to
full production would take two
weeks after repairs are com-
plete.

SER ENERGY ON A12

NUARD ASG RO REUTERS.

People in Tehran flee an explosion Thursday. Airstrikes have hit
220 locations in the capital, Mayor Alireza Zakani said.

R of Beirut's

DAMIEL CARDE/GETTY BAAGES

blank: tion order for

Nee after Israel issued a

v stronghold.

Iranian regime maintains
its grip despite heavy losses

BY SUSANNAH GEORGE
AxD JrLia LEpuR

The U5 and Istaeli air cam-
paign against Iran has decimat-
ed the highest ranks of political

military leadership, de-
stroyed ecritical military com-
mand-and-control infrastruc-
wure and fighting capability, and
damaged civilian buildings
across the country.

In Tehran, the expanding con-
flict appears to be frustrating the
succession process after Suo-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Ehamenei was killed. Khame-
nei'’s funeral was postponed after
the group charged with choosing
his successor was targeted by
Israeli strikes. Following that at-
tack, Iranian state media an-
nounced that voting for the next

supreme leader would be con-
ducted remotely.

But so far, some six days into a
war that has now touched 12
countries across the Middle East,
major military operations have
not threatened the Iranian re-
gime's grip on power, according
to European and Arab officials
briefed on assessments of the
regime’s standing since the con-
flict began.

Iran, the officials say, was pre-
pared for this conflict. The com-
mand structures built to survive
a decapitation strike appear to
remain substantially intact, al-
Tonwring TIranian retaliatory
strikes against Israel, Qatar and
Bahrain to begin within hours of
the initial attacks. And inside
the country since the conflict

SEE LEADERSHIF ON A13

Noem
booted

as head
of DHS

MOUNTING CRITICISM
IN A DIVISIVE TENURE

Trump chooses Mullin of
Oklahoma to replace her

BY Marianne LEVINE,
TSAAC ARNSDORF,
BRIANNA SACKS
anp THEoDporIc MEVER

President Donald Tromp said
Thursday that he is replacing
Homeland Security Secretary
Kristi L. Noem, a mowve that came
amid mounting bipartisan criti-
cism of her stewardship of the
administration’s mass deporta-
tion agenda and efforts todisman-
tle the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

Trump announced the decision
on social media and said Noem
would be replaced by Sen. Mark-
wayne Mullin (R-Oklahoma), ef-
fective at the end of this month.
Noem, he said, will move into a
new role as “Special Envoy for The
Shield of the Americas,” which he
described as part of a new West-
ern Hemisphere security initia-
tive that will be unveiled atr an
event in Florida on Saturday.

In his post, Tramp praised
MNoem as having “served us well™
and for her “numerous and spec-
tacular results (especially on the
Border!).”

Noem has faced increasing un-
certainty over whether she would
remain in her position as the pub-
lic soured on her agency’s aggres-
sive immigration enforcement
and as even some Republicans
questioned whether she was fit for
the job. Her ouster adds morne
potential instability to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security at a
time when the agency remains
partially shut down because of an
impasse over a funding extension
on Capitol Hill, where Democrats
are demanding new accountabili-
tv measures for federal immigra-
tion officers.

Noem was attending a confer-
ence in Nashville when Truomp

SEE NDEM ON AS

Ballroom vole
dcla\ ed over
mhtant
pub]n- input’

BY JONATHAN EDWARDS
AND Dan DiaMoND

A federal planning commis-
sion on Thursday delayed a vote
on  President Donald Trump's
planned White House ballroom
until next month, citing “signifi-
cant public input,” including tens
of thousands of comments, nearly
all of them critical of the project.

“The Mational Capital Planning
Commisgion had planned to re-
view the proposal and voteon it —
the final procedural hurdle for an
effort to dramatically remake one
of the most revered symbols of
American power and democracy.

But at the start of the meeting,
commission chair Will Scharf
said the panel would not discuss
or vole on the project on Thurs-
day, and instead would take it
up at an April 2 meeting. He cited
the expected length of testimony
from the more than 100 people
who had signed up to say what

SEE BALLROOM ON AS
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Congress in Beijing, the country’s top annual political gathering, where China lowered
its economic growth target and raised defense spending by 7 percent. Story, Al4$

Year-old records request
about the killing was
answered last month

A third DHS shooting of
a citizen wenl unnoticed

Ruben?

A Department of Homeland
Security agent assigned to immi-
gration enforcement was respon-
sible, the Ranger said.

Reyes didn't go public, instead
to await tlle results of

v RonertT KLemko

After the Texas Ranger
knocked on her door and deliv-
:md the numbing news, Rachel

Reyes  realized she hadn't
thought to ask who shot her son.
She figured it had been another
Ranger that killed Ruben Ray
Martinez, 23, after he allegedly
failed to comply with a law
enforcement officer’s orders.

But a week later, Reyes read an
article from a local news outlet in
South Padre Island that confused
her. The police in that small,
South Texas beach community
were saying there had been an
officer-involved shooting and a
man was dead, but a st:;arale,

ment of Public Safety.

The March 15, 2025, killing of
Martinez, a US. citizen, drew
almost no public attention, even
as protests erupted over the Jan-
nary shooting deaths of two U.S.
citizens in Minneapolis — Renée
Good, a mother of three, and Alex
Pretti, an ICU nurse. South Padre
Island Police put out a press
release on Martinez but did not
identifly the agency responsible
for his death. A two-sentence
police report described Martinez
striking a federal agent with his
vehicle but did not mention the
shooting that allegedly happened
a moment later.

Texas officials, citing their on-

unnamed agency was
ble. Reyves called the Ran,gez who
notified her and was now investi-
gating the shooting: Who shot

Eoing in , declined to
release l‘o-ol.agt of the incident.
DHE did mot publicly acknowi-

SEE SHOOTING 0N A4
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RESIDENTS of Beirut's suburbs flee afver the Israeli army told them to “evacuate your homes immediately.™

War with Iran widens;
Europe allies aid U.S.

Trump vows to select Tehran’s next leader;
House rejects reining in president’s authority

By Gavin J. QuinToN, NaBin BuLos AND ANA CEBALLOS

ISRAEL
ATTACKS,
BEIRUT
AREA A
WAR ZONE

By Nasia BuLos

BEIRUT — The Israeli
military issued evacuation
orders for entire neighbor-
hoods of Beirut’s southern
suburbs, sparking pande-
monium as  hundreds of
thousands of people joined
a panicked exodus out
Toward Lebanon's north.

On Thursday afternoon,
the Israeli military's Arabic-
language spokesman told
residents of the Dahiveh —
the Hezbollah-dominated
southern suburbs of the
Lebanese capital — to “save
your lives and evacuate your
homes immediately.”

The evacuation order
was unprecedented in scale,
encompassing a S-sqguare-
miile, densely populated sec-
tion on the capital's south-
erm edge. Although often o
scribed as a Hezbollah
“stronghold,” the Dahiyeh
comprises four residential
neighborhoods, with high-
rises, commercial thorough-
fares and restaurants, that
are home to hundreds of
thousands of Shiites but
also Lebanese of other sects,
refugees and migrants,

Soon after the announce-
ment, motorists Nooded the
roads, with cars, trucks,
scooters, motorcycles —
anything with wheels.
Beirut's traffic — a sham-
bolic affair in the best of
times — became even more
chaotic, with motorists
honking and shouting in a

[See Lebanon, AS]

WASHINGTON — President Trump
“personally
wvolved” in selecting Iran’s next leader as
forces continued their
bombardment of its government Thurs-
day, even as officials in Tehran insisted
they could withstand the war.

In a series of media interviews, Trump
rejected the potential rise of Mojtaba
Khamenei. son of assassinated Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenel, calling hima "light-
weight.” and likened his own intended
rolein Iran'stransition to the U.S.-backed
installation of Delcy Rodriguez in Vene-
zuela. He said at a White House event
that the United States will ensure that
“whoever leads the country next will not

declared he would be

U.S. and Israel

threaten Americea.”

he statements came after reports

in-

800 points.

rael

that the Pentagon is preparing for a long-
er conflict than initially projected by the
Trump administration. The deepening
crisis sent oil prices soaring Thursday
past $80 a barrel and caused the Dow
Jones industrial average to tumble nearly

“Iran is hoping that we cannot sustain
this, which isa really bad miscalculation.™
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said at a
news conference at U.S. Central Com-
mand in Florida
gun to fight and fight decisively. ... If you
think you've seen something — just wait.”

Onits sixthday. the conflict continued
to draw more nations into the fray, as Is-
intensified strikes

“We have only just be-

in Lebanon

against Hezbollah militants, while Kurd-

ish forces prepared

[See War, AZ]

Paramount deal stokes job
fears at CN N, CBS News

BY STEFHEN BATTAGLIO

Paramount’s $il-billion
deal to acguire Warner Bros.
Discovery will put two of the
most  storied  journalism
brands — CNN and CBS
News — under one roof.

The combination has
been proposed before with
the aim of consolidating
news-gathering costs. Those
plans fell apart largely over
who would be in control.

But if the Paramount-
Wamer transaction is ap-
proved by regulators, CNN
and CBS News would be

forced into a potentially
rocky marriage in which
they would have to sort out
leadership roles, personmnel
and editorial direction.

It's still too early to deter-
mine what those moves
would be and how widely
they would be felt.

Last week, CNN Chief
Executive Mark Thompson
told his troops to avoid
“jlumping to conclusions
about the future.”

But what iscertainisthat
every permutation would be
scratinized closely because
of the fraught relationships
both CNN and CBS MNews

hawve with the Trump admin-
istration.

“There have been many
conversations over the years
about combining CBS News
and CNN.” said Jon Klein. a
digital media entrepremneur
who previously held leader-
ship les at both organiza-
tions. “But this time, it's dif-
ferent. The business case al-
ways made sense — but to-
day you've got the overlay of
the political agenda.™

Before Paramount pre-
vailed in its bid for CNN's
parent. Paramount CEO
David Ellison’s father, Larry

[See Paramount, A12]

latimes.com

President fires
embattled Noem
as DHS secretary

Trump says he will
replace her with GOP
Sen. Markwayne
Mullin of Oklahoma.

By ANDREA CASTILLO
AND ANA CEBALLOS

WASHINGTON — In a
major shake-up of the
agency at the center of the
Trump administration’s im-
migration policies, Presi-
dent Trump announced
Thursday that he was re-
placing embattled Home-
land Security Secretary
Hristi Noem. who will step
down at the end of the
month.

Trump said on his social
media website that he will
nominate Sen. Markwayne
Mullin (R-Okla.} to take
over the job, two days after
Noem was grilled on Capitol
Hill by Democrats and some
Republicans.

Noem will become a spe-
cial envoy for the Shield of
the Americas, a new security
inmitiative that Trump said
would focus on the Western
Hemisphere.

MNoem, the former South
Dakota governor, is the first
Cabinet secretary to leave
during Trump's second term
as president. Her departure
comes amid intense serutiny
over immigration enforce-
ment tactics since last year
that intensified after the
shooting deaths of two pro-
testers in Minneapolis by
immigration agents, which
she called domestic terror-
s without evidence.

Those killings led to de-
mands for more account-
ability within the agency,
and disagreement over how
to rein in the tactics de-
ployed by federal immigra-
tion agents has led to a
weeks-long standoff over the
agency's funding.

Since the shutdown, law-
makers from both parties
have used a series of con-
tentious oversight hearings
to question Noem's manage-
ment of the agency. During a
hearing Tuesday, the criti-
cism from Republicans was
particularly blunt.

“We are an exceptional
nation, and one of the rea-
sons we are exceptional is
because we expeclt excep-
tional leadership, and you've
demonstrated anything but
that,” Sen. Thom Tillis (R-
M.C.) told Noenn.

When Trump announced
the shake-up on social me-
dia, Noem was speaking at a
conference in Nashville. She
answered questions from lo-
cal law enforcement organi-
zations, and did not offer
hints that she knew her de-
parture was imminent. She
was not asked about her fir-
ing

After the conference
ended, Noem thanked
Trump on X for her special
envoy appointment, a diplo-
matic position she said will
have herworking to prevent
drugs from coming into the
United States.,

“T am superexcited about
this opportunity. It came as
not a complete su , bt
it came as a little bit of a sur-
prise.” Mullin told reporters

[See Noem, AG]

BEFORE her dismissal, Hormr
tary Kristi Noem faced a gril

HEATHER DIEHL Getty Images

ng from lawmalers.

No thinning out
1IN SOVErnor's race

Democratic Party
head’s call for some
candidates to bow out
goes unheeded.

By MicoLe NixoM
AND SEEMA MERTA

Town scarred by day of terror

Etzatlan, Mexico, picks up pieces
and seeks answers after retaliatory
attacks for killing of ‘El Mencho’

By Keegan Hamilton

A BURNED PEMEX gas station along t.
connecting Guadalajara and Etzatlan in Mexico.

FrELX MAaRQUESZ
e highway

ETZATLAN., Mexico —
There are two sides to the

town on Jalisco's tequila
trail.
One is the charming

Ppueblo in foothills lined with
neat rows of agave cactus. In
the central plaza you'll see
swaths of handwowven fabric
draped like canopies over
the cobbled streets -
splashes of pink, blue, yellow
and green offering welcome
shade from the aflternocon
heat. Locals boast that their
cielo tefido is world-famous,
and once even went on dis-
Pplay in Dubadi.

‘The other version of Et-
zatldn is one most people are
scared to talk about.

It's the place where cartel
foot soldiers torched the gas
station last week, along with
the bus depot, a state-run
bank and dosens of vehicles,
leaving residents hiding in
their homes during a 24-
hour reign of terror.

Many remain fearful in
the aftermath, left wonder-
ing whether a sense of nor-
maley will ever return and
venting frustration with lo-

[See Btzatldn, Ad]

Possible help
for water erisis

Carlsbad desalination
plant key to proposal
that would give states
Access to more river
water. CLIMATE, A8

Authorities take
on street gang
Indictment targets
alleged members of
18th Street, one of
whom is said to be its
No. 2. CALIFORNIA, B1

Stocks plummet
as oil costs soar
Because of war in Iran,
the price of crude has
spiked to its highest
level since summenr
2024, BUSINESS, Al12

Weather

Lots of sun.

L.A. Basin: 77/57. B&
Markets ... Al
Opinion Voices Al

For the latest news,
o latimes.com.

I,

SACRAMENTO — De-
spite a plea from the head of
the California Democratic
Party for underperforming
candidates to drop out of the
governor's race, all but one
of the party’s top hopefuls
spurned the request.

Party leaders fear the
growing possibility that the
crowded field will split the
Democratic electorate inthe
state’s June top-two pri-
mary election and result in
two Republicans advancing
to the November ballot, en-
suring a Republican gover-
nor being elected for the frst
timme since 2006,

His advice largely un-
heeded, state party Chair-
man Rusty Hicks on Thurs-
day said the fate of a Demo-
cratic wvictory now rests
sguarely on the gubernatori-
al candidates who fouted
him.

“The candidates for Gowv-
ernor now have a chance to
showcase a viable path to
win.” Hicks said in a state-
ment Thursday.

Eight top Democratic
candidates filed the official
paperwork to appear on the
June ballot after Hicks re-
leased a letter on Tuesday
urging those “who cannot
show meaningful progress
towards winning"™ to drop

out. Friday is the deadline to
file to appear on the primary
election ballot.

“It sounded like someone
who has his head in the
sand.” former Los Angeles
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
said of Hicks' open letter.
“IMost] of us filed within 24
hours of getting that letter. It
created some press but not
much else. It didn't impact
Imost] of the candidates
and it certainly didn’t im-
pact my candidacy.™

Democratic strategist
Elizabeth Ashford said it
was appropriate for Hicks
and other Democratic lead-
ers to make a public plea as
opposed to keeping such dis-
cussions solely behind
closed doors.

But the response showed
the limited power of the
modern-day party bosses.

“It's definitely not Tam-
many Hall," said Ashford, re-
ferring to the storied Demo-
eratic political machine that
had a grip on New York City
politics for nearly a century.
“The party and Rusty are in-
Muential and they are helpful
and that is their role. I don’t
think anyone would be com-
fortable with outright public
strong-arming of specific
candidates. ™

Ashford. who worked for
former Govs. Jerry Brown
and Amold Schwarzeneg-
ger, along with former Vice
President Kamala Harris
when she served as state at-
tomey general, added that
the minimal power of the
state GOP is likely a factorin
the dynamics of Democrats®
decision to stay in the race.

[See Primary, AG]
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+ La realfdad es aquelle gute. imchuso aungue defes de oreer en ello, sipue existiendo v no desaparece (Philip K. Dick) »
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ESTADOS UNIDOS HA UTILIZADO LAS BASES DE ROTA Y MORON EN EL CONFLICTO
Mas de 20 aviones de guerrasalieron
desde Espaiia paraatacarIran

El Gobierno enviaa la Trump vuelve a situar a Como la respuesta de Sondeo: los votantes del
zona de conflicto lafragata | Espafia como «hostilala Irdn puede sacudir PSOE se vuelcan con el
mas moderna de la clase OTAN» e Israel critica que la economia europea ‘noala guerra'y ven mejor
F-100, con 190 efectivos «estd en un juego extrafio» POR ALICIA CORONIL JONSSON g 1 aliado a China que a EEUU

POR MARINA PINA, CARMEN VALERO, PABLO R. SUANZES, RAUL PINA, MARISA CRUZ, SAL EMERGUI, JAVIER ESPINOSA, LARA V ILLALON Y PABLO PARDO

LaGuardia
Revolucionaria
iranialcanza
conunmisil

un petrolerode
Estados Unidos

La embarcacion estaba
fondeada cerca del puerto
Khor al Zubair en lrak;
otro petrolero sufrid una
explosion frente a Kuwait

Barcos gaseros con
destino a Eur
SU Tum

."..
POR LARA VILLALON
PAULA MARIA Pigina
«Salvad vuestras
vidas»:huidaen
masaen Libano
ALBERTO DI LOLLI u.as 2
m nm “ Los Reves Felipe V1 v Dofia Letizia v el ministro de Cultura, Emest Untasun, inauguramn ayer en Madrid la EI aﬂso de
feria de arte Arco 2026, Juntos completanon la radicional visia instiucional del primer dia de feria, que los ISI‘HEI dE darrasar
EL ESTAND DE
llevd por los estands de galerias, instituciones culturales ¥ medios de comunicacion especializados. Enla =
= - ' arte de Beirut
EL MUNDO EN ARCO imagen, ¢l Monarca comversa con el artista venezolano Elias Crespin, en el espacio de EL MUNDOL iy p edae ru

POR JAVIER ESPINOSA
BADGYAL

usoy UHA GHIGA WQUETA' EXTREMADURA ,
PRESUMIDA, FEMENINA, Vox noapoyara hoya

FUERTE,LIBREYTAMBIEN (Guardiola yel PP se

SEGURA DE Mi MISMA”
La reina espainola del ‘dancehall’ lanza su ]anza Contra Abascal

segundo dlbum de estudio, 'M4s cara’, y habla
sobre el mensaje que transmite (o no) su
proyecto artistico por SARA POLO

Los ‘populares’ extremenos asumen que tendran
que esperar a mayo/ «Nunca pensamos que
uniria sus fuerzas al partido de Sanchez» ror.v.
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FALS0 ‘NO A LA GUERRA

El Gobierno si colabora en el ataque contra Iran a través de operaciones militares de la UE y la OTAN

P. Muiioz, P. de la Cuesta y A. Calero P10y 11

@® Enviodelafragata
Cristobal Colon a Chipre
en el grupo naval de un
portaeronaves francés

@® Participacion de buques
espanoles en las
maniobras lideradas
por el portaviones
USS George H. W. Bush

@® Bateria antimisiles Patriot
desplegada en la frontera
de Turquia

@® Losavionesde EE.UU.
hacen escala en las bases
espanolas, pero no figuran
en su plan de vuelo para
esquivar el veto

Ceuro RETIRO

Vive tu jubilacion
con tranquilidad,
gracias a tu vivienda

Rentabiliza tu vivienda y
sague disfrutando de el

§ Boahes  ww.GrupoRetirocom L 91577 42 40

La fragata Cristdbal Coldn pertenece a la clase F-100, la més moderna y potente de la Armada. asc
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Irineu Marinho (1876-1925) e

(1904 -2003) Roberto Marinhe
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‘CONSEGUIU BLOQUEAR?’

Vorcaro falou a Moraes sobre salvar
Master antes de ser preso em 2025

Banqueiro detalhou passo a passo da subita tentativa de venda do banco
no dia em que foi detido pela PF. Ministro nega ter recebido mensagens

MALLGASPAR

O contenado do celular do banqueiro Daniel
Vorcaro, apreendido com ele pela PF ao pren-
dé-lo em 17 de novembro de 2025, mostragque
ele manteve durante todo aquele diauma con-
versa por WhatsApp com o ministro do 5TF
Alexandre de Moraes. Os dois se falaram no
modo de visualizaciotinica, em que a mensa-
gem ¢ apagada depois de vista pelo interlocu

tor. Comno Vorcaro escrevia as mensagens no
bloco de notas do celular e fotografava para
enviaraimagema Moraes, a PFconseguiu res-
gatar o que cle dissc ao ministro, mas ndo o

contelidodas rr:s}xjstd&.r".s?hl@, Vorcarocon-
taque anunciaria “ainda hoje” a novavendado
Master. As 17h22, enviou a Moraes: “Fiz uma
correria aqui pra tentar salvar. Fiz o que deu,
vou anunciar parte da transagio.”— minutos
depois, o0 Grupo Fictor divulgou ter feito pro-

Mensagens expiem conexdes
politicas e assustam Congresso
Celular mostra relacio prdxima com Ciro No-
gueira e Rueda, pressiona ciipula do Legislativo

< tem citagao a cncontro com Lula. pAsmas

posta para a compra do banco. As17h26, duas
perguntas ao ministro: “Alguma novidade?
Conseguiu ter noticia ou bloquear?™. Aquela
altura, sua prisio jd haviasido decretadanoin-
quéritoguecorria sob sigilo na Justica Federal
do DF e seria efetivada no fim da noite, quan-
do Vorcaro tentava em em Guarulhos.
Pouco antes, &s 20h48, a Gltima mensagem
para Moraes: *“To indo assinar com os investi-
dores de fora e estou online”. Em nota, o gabi

nete do ministro declarou gue “Moraes nao
recebeu essas mensagens referidas na maré-
ria. Trata-se de ilagiio mentirosa no sentido,
novamente, de atacar o STE”. rhaimas

EDITORIAL )
PEC DA SEGURAMNCA TRARA
AVANCQOS CONTRA O CRIME ricmaz

BERNARDO MELLO FRANCO

Vorcaro agia como um
miliciano na Faria Lima picmas

poXze

Patriménio cultural saindo do forno
Assediada por construtoras numa esquina supervalorizada do Leblon, a Confeitaria Rio-Lisboa, abertaem 1943, virou Patriménio
Cultural de Natureza Imaterial por iniciativa da prefeitura. Decreto. que vale por dez anos. congela as negociagfes. riaima o

VERA MAGALHAES
Toffoli e Moraes devem
explicagies a sociedade ricmaz

JANAINA FIGUEIREDO
O encontro de Trump com
presidentes alinhados icmazs

$535_u2401

CONTEUDOS DO ANO
O que O GLOBO
publicou de
melhor em 2025

Premiagio internado jornal

apontou como hors-concours

a histérica edicio dos 100 anos,
com 14 cadernos cspeciais.

Os furos de Lauro Jardim e Malu
Gaspar sobre a crise do Master
venceram a categoria principal, e
afoto do ano foi de Marca Foletto,

Veja todos os premiados. micinasioen

PABLO ORTELLADO
Caso Master revela um sistema
que estd todo apodrecido ricmas

RUTH DE AQUINO
0 que vocé faz para conter onda de 6dio,

estupros e feminicidios? secuwoocaeano

\SLRCIA FOLETT

Dino anula quebra de
sigilo de Lulinha aprovada
pela CPI do INSS

Ministro invalidou quebras aprovadas
cm bloco na CPL Antes da decisao, me-
dida revelou que filho de Lula movimen-
tou R$ 19 milhSes em quatro anos. picimas

PGR pede que STF

arquive inquérito de joias
presenteadas a Bolsonaro

Por viacuo juridico sobre o tema, Gonet
sustenta que nio houve cometimento

de crime por ex-presidente e aliados na
venda de joias dadas ao governo. ricinaz

Petrobras tem salto

de 200% no lucro, mas
dividendos serdo menores
Lucroliquido de RS 110 bilhdes em 2025
¢ arribuido ao aumento da produgio e da

venda de derivados. Dividendos, porém,
ficario abaixo da quantia de 2024, sicmais

Desempreg‘() aumenta

para 5.4% em janeiro, e
renda bate novo recorde
Para economistas, fim dos contratos
rempordrios de final de ano explica

clevagdo. Ainda assim, ¢ o menor indice
parao més na série histdrica. picmas

VIVI PARA CONTAR

“Via da janela misseis
rasgando o céu de Dubai’
Repérrer do CLOBO, Filipe Vidon conta
seu tenso périplo para sair do Oriente
Médio em meio i guerra. “Aprendi da
pior forma que, em zonas de conflito,
ocendrio muda a cada hora.” rhainaze

Atacado, Azerbaijio

promete retaliacao,

e guerra se amplia

Paisacusou pelo ataque o Ird, que
bombardeou maltiplos alvos na regido,

mas nega que Azerbaijio tenha sido um
deles. Europeus se mobilizam. menaz

Apéds embate pablico entre
TIR] e Policia Civil, menor
tem apreensio decretada
Depois de criticas miituas sobre atuagio
nocaso de estupro coletivo, Justia expede

mandado de apreensio de menor acusado
de ser mentor, que esta foragido. riamazs

Celebragdo do samba

Festa de premiacdo do Estandarte de Ouro teve
emocdoe euforia, com destaque para a Viradouro do
Mestre Ciga, vencedora em cinco categorias. mhaman
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Con el inicio de clases,
ya estan entre los chicos
los virus respiratorios

sociedad

Aungue el impacto aiin es bajo, circulan, sabre
tado, la influenza v el Covid; hay casos de virus
sincicial; qué aconsejan los expertos. Pagina 22
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Losreyes

—cultura

otra vez cautivados por *
una artista argentina

Felipe V1 y Letizia inauguraron la feria Arco,
en Madrid; se interesaron por la obra de
Agustina Woodgate. Pagina 24

de Espana,
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Apenas asumio, Mahiques
desplazo al funcionario que
pedia veedores en la AFA

ciro. El ministro de Justicia separo de la IGJ a Vitolo, que investigaba los manejos de la entidad

Apenas horas después de asumir
al frente del Ministerio de Justicia,
Juan Bautista Mahiques pididlare-
nuncia del titular de la Inspeccion
General deJusticia (1GJ), Daniel Vi-
tolo, quien hasta ahora era la cara
visible de la decision del Gobierno
de revisar los manejos de dinerode
la AFAy que habia solicitado incor-

porarveedoresen laentidad recto-
radel fitbol argentino.

Al mismo tiempo, Mahiques
también impulso el reemplazo de
los titulares de la Unidad de Infor-
macidn Financiera (UIF),laOficina
Anticorrupcicn (OA), la Procura-
cidn del Tesoro y la Secretaria de
Derechos Humanos. La llegada del

nuevo ministro, impulsado por Ka-
rina Milei, recortd el poder del ase-
sor Santiago Caputo y exacerbd la
interna en la cupiila del Gobierno.
Para contener el malestar, Mahi-
ques leofrecid ayer la Procuracion
del Tesoroal desplazadoviceminis-
tro de Justicia, Sebastiin Amerio,
un leal a Santiago Caputo. Paginall

EL ESCENARIO
Ahora, Karina: la
nueva era K
Claudio Jacquelin
Pagina 14

Fuerte
gesto de
River para
despegarse
de Tapia

RUPTURA. El club yano
integrari el Comité
Ejecutivo; impacto politico

Endesacuerdoconlaconduceion
de la AFA. River tomé una medi-
dade impactoque promete tener
réplicas en el futbol argentino: el
clubde Nifiez anuncid que ya no
participard de las reuniones del
Comité Ejecutivo. El cimbronazo
politico abre las puertas paraun
NUEVD escenario. Deportes

Trump recibié a Messi en la Casa Blanca: “;Quién es mejor: él o Pelé?"

A CABALLERO-REYNOLDS/AFP

En medio de la convulsion por la guerra en Medio Oriente, Donald Trump recibiéayer, en la Casa Blanca, a Lionel Messiy los campeones de Inter
Miami. El presidente de Estados Unidos bromed con el auditorio: * jQuién es mejor: él o Pelé?”. ¥ reconocid: “Creo que es él [por Messi|”. Depertes

Trump quiere tener voz y voto en la eleccion del
lider irani: “El hijo de Khamenei es inaceptable”

INFLUENCIA. El presidente norteamericano declaré que buscara imponer “a alguien que traiga armonia y paz”

WASHINGTON (AP).-Mientras Es-
tados Unidos mantenia las opera-
ciones militares en Medio Oriente
elsrael amcn.aml‘m CON arrasar un
bastidn de Hezbollah en Beirut, el
presidente norteamericano, Do-
nald Trump, dijo ayer que deberia
estar involucrado en la eleccidn del

$535_u2401

priximo lider supremode lrin. tras
calificar deinaceptable el presunto
ascenso al poder de Mojtaba, el hi-
jodel asesinado Ali Khamenei. El
gobiernode Teherdn. por su parte,
mantuvo su respuesta militar con-
tra territorio israeli, bases estado-
unidensesy paisesen todala regidn.

Los comentarios de Trump al
portal estadounidense Axios reno-
varon las preguntas sobre si Esta-
dos Unidos e Israel buscan la caida
de la Repuiblica Islamica o anica-
mente un cambio en sus politicas,
en momentos en los que el fin del
conflictolucecada vez maisincierto.

Entanto, el ministrode Finanzas
israeli, el politico de ultraderecha
Bezalel Smotrich, advirtidalosresi-
dentesde Dahiyeh,enlossuburbios
delsurde Beirut, enclave de Hezbo-
llah, que el distrito se enfrentard a
una devastacion similar a la de Ga-
0. Pagina2

DESDE ADENTRO

El cisne negro
no solamente
puede llegar
desde Iran

Florencia Donovan

PAIEA LA NACBON

n economia y en politica, a
E""’.‘(‘CS los acontecimientos

que cambian el clima no
nacen en casa, Llegan de afuera,
inesperados, con la fuerzade esos
“cisnes negros” que desordenan
todos loscalculos previos, La gue-
rrade Estados Unidos e Israel con
Irin, quevolvidasacudirel table-
ro internacional, ¢s uno de esos
eventos que ninglin funcionario
argentino tenia en su hojade ruta
para 2026. Y, aunque los efectos
por ahora apenas se sienten, va
muchos han decidido elevar sus
alertas. Continiia en la pagina19

Los lideres de la
Banda del
Millon, presos
sin celulares

ENLAPLATA. Por
pedido de la Justicia los
trasladaron al penal de
Melchor Romero, donde
estaran todos en el
mismo pabellon. pigina2s
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Asumio Mahiquesy
saca al funcionario que
iba a auditar cuentas
de Tapiay Toviggino

Es Daniel Vitolo, titular de la Inspeccion General de Justicia.

Tras jurar como ministro de Justicia,
Juan Bautista Mahiques pidié la re-
nuncia a todos los funcionariosde esa
cartera. Ademasde VitolodelalGJ.a
Ernesto Gaspari, hombre de Santiago
Caputo en la Unidad de Informacién

Financiera, y al jefe de la Oficina Anti-
corrupcidn, entre otros. Vitolo le habfa
pedido al saliente ministro de Justicia
Mariano Caneo Libarona dos veedores
para auditar los millones de ddlares
por ingresos que maneja la AFA. Sin

embargo, alin no habia obtenido res-
puesta y ahora deberé dejar su cargo.
Sebastian Amerio, el desplazado nua-
mero 2 de Clineo que respondia a San-
tiago Caputo, asumira como procura-
dor del Tesoro. ns

River Se baj6 del Comité Ejecutivo de la AFA con duras criticas a su presidente.

“éQuién es mejor, Pelé o Messi?”

“Esun honor decir lo que ninglin presi-
dente ha dichoantes: bienvenidoalaCasa
Blanca, Lionel Messi”. Asi recibid Donald

Trumpal argentino, juntoa todoel plantel
del Inter Miami campeon. Loelogioy se
permitio bromear con la eterna rivalidad

Entrega. U
del color d
Miami. La guerra

:
sobrevold el encuentro.

futbolistica. El presidente de EE.UU.apro-
vechd paradestacar a los militares que pe-
lean contra Irany hablar sobreCuba.p.22

Trump quiere elegir al nuevo lider de Iran

Rechaza que sea el hijo del asesinado

Khamenei, ya que lo cansidera “un pe-

s0 ligero insignificante”. Reiterd que

quiere hacer en Irdn lo que hizo en Ve-

nezuela con la presidencia de Delcy

$535_u2401

Rodriguez. El lider supremo es elegido
por la asamblea de 88 expertos del Is-
lam chiita. La guerra se extiende al
Cducaso en Azerbaiydn, golpeado por
drones, y se intensifica el bombardeo

contra Teheran v el interior del pais
persa. Al mismo tiempo, Israel golpea
la capital de Libano, Beirut, y ya hay
mas de cien muertos en cuatro dias de
ataque. r.zo

Eneneroy
febrero, la
produccion
de autos
cayo un 30%

Esencomparacion a igual periododel
ano anterior. Acumula ocho meses
consecutivos de retroceso. El princi-
pal motivo estd asociado a las meno-
res exportaciones, ya que la mayor
cantidad de autos gque se producen en
la Argentina se venden en el mercado
externo. Durante el primer bimestre
se produjeron 50.630 vehiculos, un
30,1% menos respecto de igual perio-
dode2025.n.96

“Era un modelo prebendario”

El ministro Luis Caputodijoque “el mo-
delode Argentina no tenia nada que ver
conalgoindustrial; era prebendario” pw

Secundarios: en
Ciudad prohiben
el celular hasta
para los docentes

Los teléfonos no se podran utilizar en
clases e incluso, cada escuela podra
prohibir su uso también en los recreos.
Una resolucion publicada ayer endure-
ci6 la restriccion que se habia aplicado
enagosto de 2024. Es para escuelas pa-
blicas y privadas. Cualquier actividad
pedagogica digital deberd realizarse
con equipos de la escuela. Cincode ca-
da 10 alumnos dicen que quieren dejar
elcelulary no pueden.pa

Un chico de

14 aios causo

un triple choque,
con un muerto

Fue en Chivilcoy, en la ruta 40. Un chico
de 14 manejaba un VW Gol, acompana-
do por unamigode la misma edad y otro
de 16. El auto chocd conotro vehiculoy
después también quedd involucrada
una camioneta. Su conductor, un pedn
rural de 51 afios, padre de una nena de1,
murié poco despuésdel choque. Unode
los chicos estaileso v los otros, interma-
dos pero fuera de peligro.p.n
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President
seeks role
in picking
Iran leader

., Israel and Iran keep
up artacks, escalating
wars scope in region

By Jon Gamibrell, Dawvid Rising,
Elena Becatoros

and Sa Magcy
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DUBAIL United Araly 1;x|1ix.uu-
— President Donald Trump sa
Thursday he should be |n\-u1u.ﬁ1 in
choosing Iran's nest supeerme beader
as the ULS. and Israel hammered the
country for a sixth day. Iran keptup
retalintory attacks on Israel, Amweri-
canbases and countries arownd the
remion.

Trump ruled out Mojtaba
Khamened a fromt-runner to replace
his father. Avarollah Ali Khame-
1ned, who was killed in the opening
strikes of the war.

Trump’s comments to the Aamwer-
e mews website Axios were likely
o renew questions about whether
the LS. and Israel seek the over-
throw of the Islamic Republic ar
just a change in its policies, as the
conflict has appeared increasingdy
open-ended.

T'he war has escalated each day,
affecting an additional 14 countries
across the Middle East and beyond.
Om Thursday, Azerbaijan accused
Iran of drone areacks, which Tehran
denied. Iran said the U.S. would
“bicterly regret™ torpedoing an
Iranian warship msear Sri Lanka a
day earlier.

Israel issued a mass evacuation
warning for all of Beirut's southern
suburbs as the fighting escalaved

Department on Capitol Hil

Illinois offacials cheer
Noem’s ouster at DHS

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem arrives for a House Judiciarny Cowr
in Washington on Wedneaday SALWAN GEORGES./THE NEW YORK TIMES

mnittee hearing on cvers

‘Don't let the door hit vou on the way out,” Pritzker savs; Trump
will nominate Sen. Markwayvne Mullin of Okla. as replacement

with Iran-allied Hezbollah mili-
tants. LN, pescekecpers reported
ground combat in southern Leba-
non as more Lerseli troops crossed.
the boarder.

All the while, the ULS, and Israel
hawve bartered Iran with narion-
wide strikes, tangeting its military
capabilities, leadership and nuclear
pro_u'r:un_
an's atvtacks we targeted
11m11 Arab neighbors, disrupred
oil supplies and snarled global air
travel. The war has killed ar leass
1,230 people in Iran, more than 100
in Lebamnon and around a dozen in

See IRAN on Pages 420

By Gregory Royal Pratt
and Caroline Kubzamnsky
CHICAGD TRIBUNE

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump says be's replacing
his embamied Hormeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noern and will
nominare in ber place Oklahoma
Republican Sen. Markwayne
MIullin.

Trump made the annownce-
meent on social media on Thurs-
day. two days after Noem faced a
erilling on Capivol Hill from GOP
msermbers as well as Democrats.
ays he'll make Noem
a “Special Envoy for The Shield

of the Americas™ a mew security
iniriarive that e said would focuss
on the Western Hemisphere.

In a post on X, Noem thanked
Trump for her new role and said
she looked forward to working
with Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth u;*'.li-sm.u-ue carvels thar
hane di Er e o metion
.:ru'llu!kd‘mrchl.ldn:namigr-'mdf
children ™

Noem's custer as head of the
department that oversees Dmmi-
grations and Customs Enforce-
metit was celebrated by local
officials and activists, who said
good rddance ro the worman wisoe

oversaw unprecedented mmdgra-
tion raids in the Chicago ares lase
Eall and early winter.

But even as they celebrated,
they warned that the Trump
administration is likely to continue
agpressive acrions in the coming
years.

“Hey Kristi Noem, don't lee
the door hit you on the way our,™
1linois Gow. JB Priczker said
a video posted to social media
imme rely afrer her firing.
“Here's your legacy: corruption
and chaos. Parents and children
lear b..;n\d Moms and nurses —
citizens getting shat o the
l'.n::_ MNow thar you're gone, don't

lght of the Homeland Security

think you get to just walk away.
I EMEarantee YO, You W il e
held accountable.

Ome of the citizens shot during
those operations was Marirnar
Martinez, a schoolteacher who
had been on her way to drop off
a basket of donations when she
joined a car caravan of Operation
Midway Blitz protesters tailing
apents through Brighton Park_

Border Patrol Agent Charles
Exurm shot Martinez five t
and later bragmed abour it
es of bombshell text messages
to fellow sgents, saying he was up
for another round of “(expletive)
arcund and And out™

Martinez, who was charged
with assaulting federal agents

See MOEM an Page Ad

Racehorse spotting at Hawthorne Race Course

Spectators

tion on Feb, 27 Take a look bac

h the track at Hawthorne Race Course in Stickney on April 20, 1972 The course,
which bills itself as the oldest horse-racing venue in llinois, filed for Chagpter 11 bankruptcy protec-
at Hawthorne's history. Chicagoland, Page A2

P IL MASCIONE ACHICAGO TRIBUNE

Moore heading to Buffalo
The Bears are trading wide receiver
(g =l DJ Moaore and a 2026 Afth-round
diraft pick vo the Bills in exchange for
a 2026 second-round pick, NFL Metwork and
ESPN reported Thursday, Sports.

Heartfelt family thriller

A story of commumnity cooperation is at the core
of "Hoppers” the latest Disney-Pixar fibm. It
embraces the weird, wacky and witty and it
unfurks a thriller aboart merging of the hiaman
and animal worlds. Ares & Entertadnment

A new take on the old

adage:

A fresh approach to
fostering youth in
Illinoeis carries hope

By Darcel Rockett
CHICAGD TRIBUMNE

Ar a glanece from the steeet, this
Hockford homse is nothing out of the
ordinary.

Sitting atop 5 acres, deer and wild
:uuin:)-s Frolic anid .au(u.numil’oh.gi_
on the propecty, giving the feel afa
Morman Roclowell poster.

A telescope stands in the living
room in case anyone wants wo book
ar the stars: a gy and sauna are in
an adjacent room where one can
work our; and across the way sits
a kitchen large enough to have a
musimber of sous chelfs when the meal
dictares. Bedrooms are sanctuaries,
with the baserment a place to gather
for fun, thanks to a three-in-one
pool/ping-pong/air hockey mble.

Wwelcome to Hope House, a
model of fostering children and
teens developed by the Chica-
-1 ed nonprofit One Hope
ired. The premise: A stable
household with a built-in supgort
team to help those in foster care
thrive The pwist: It's a new take on
the adage “It takes a village™

Four boys ages 13 to 17 live with
their foster parents, a full-time ther-
apist and nurse, and two youth-care
workers who help ey with hoose-
worl, drive them to schoaol and
chaperone outings.

‘It takes a village’

Dennis Delgado, the exe cutive
director of One Hope United in
Nlinois, Rangs wall 20 in the dining
rocem of a One Hope United foster
home on MNov. 20 in Rockford.
STACEY WESCOT T/ TRIBUNE

Hope House is designed to be
ordinary — a place where normaley
sther caring house-
holds with children, according to
Executive Director Josie Bayonsa,

It%s where parents are conoermed
abour their children's well-being
and invest in their rearing. Where
movie nights are held, video games
played and schoolwork amnd S
work are juggled. It's where fami-
lies debrief their davs around the
dinner table, whether it's taco
Tuesday or pizza Friday. And
where rewards follow compleved

See HOPE an Page AS
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Presidente reacciono en medio de fuerte pulseada de oficialistas

Hambre Cero: Peiia pide
cuidar programa estrella
ante puja en el cartismo

® Manejo de millonarios @ Diputado Figueredo @ Hay malestar interno por
fondos desata fuego cruzado apuntd contra gobernadora la decision de excluir a
en plena campaia electoral. Zérate, de Paraguari. Concepcion y Alto Parana.

PAGINAS 2y 3

Deuda supera USD 400 millones
Constructoras

insisten en elevar
tope fiscal para
financiar obras

PAGINA 11
Tras condena por lavado
Oposicion afirma
que Erico Galeano
debe renunciar y
Pefia evita opinar

PAGINA &

Denuncian ocupaciones ilegales

San Bernardino:
Vecinos rechazan
invasiones con
patrocinio politico

PAGINA 20

“No hay™. La f.alta de medlcamentos en la previsional
dejo de ser una denuncia aislada para convertirse en
una realidad para miles de asegurados.  piciNA16 u

Mas ataques de Iran
Guerra ya se
extiende mas alla
de limites del
Medio Oriente

PAGINAS 38y 39

CON ESTA EDICION

COMPRA OPCIONAL

COCHES DE
COLECCION
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. 40.000

Empresas y Negocios

Telebingo Triple
ya tiene a su
primer ganador
de “Un Mundo
de Premios”

B
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FOLHA DE S.PAULO.s

DESDE 1921 &

UM JORNAL EM DEFESA DA ENERGIA LIMPA 0

ANO 106 + N° 35407

Quadrilha na
Policia Civil de
SP praticava
extorsdo, diz MP

Nove pessoas foram presas em
acio da Policia Federal e do Mi-
nistério Publico de Sao Paulo
para desbaratar um esquema
de extorsio e corrupgio na Po-
licia Civil paulista. Entre os pre-
s0s estdo um contador e um
doleiro visados na Operacio
Lava Jato. A Secretaria da Se-
guranca Piblica afirmou que
a corporacao nao compactua
com desvios e tomard as me-
didas cabiveis se comprovadas
irregularidades. cotidianoA42

EUA ensaiam apoio
a curdos no Ird para
incitar guerra civil

O governo de Donald Trump
avalia se aliar a milicias curdas
iranianas baseadas no norte
do Iraque para provocar uma
guerra civil no Ird, Um planoda
CIA para armar os milicianos e
incentivi-los a cruzar a fron-
teira veio a tona, mas o lider
do curdistio iraquiano teme
por seu territorio. Mundo A38

Trump demite
Kristi Noem apos
crise com migrantes

O presidente Donald Trump
demitiu ontem Kristi Noem,
secretdaria de Seguranga In-
terna dos EUA e responsavel
pelo servico de imigracao do
pais, 0 ICE, que matou dois ci-
dadios americanos em meio
a campanha contra imigran-
tes. O sucessor serd o senador
Markwayne Mullin. Mundoa41

GARANTA SUA |
'\ VAGA AGORA: |

QUANDO  LARGADA
29/3 ANHANGABAU

FOLHA DE S.PAULO

SEXTA-FEIRA, 6 DE MARGO DE 2026

RS 7,90

Douglas Magne, AFP

Desabamento em prédio onde funcionava asilo em Belo Horizonte mata ao menos 8

Um edificio de quatro andares, onde havia uma casa de idosos, uma academia, uma clinica de bronzeamento e uma residéncia cedeu
parcialmente na madrugada de ontem deixando & mortos, entre eles o dono do imével; outros 4 seguiam sob os escombros  Cotidiano A46

Filho de Lula movimentou
R$ 19,5 milhdes em 4 anos

Defesa diz que todo recurso € declarado; CPMI recebeu dados apos quebra de sigilo

Dados bancédrios enviados & CP-
MI (Comissao Parlamentar Mista
de Inquérito) do INSS mostram
que 0 empresirio Fibio Luis Lula
da Silva, filho do presidente Lu-
la (PT), movimentou R$ 19,5 mi-
Ihdes em suas contas de janeiro
de 2022 a janeiro deste ano.

A defesa do empresdrio, cha-
mado de Lulinha, disse que to-
dos 0s movimentos e bens sdo
declaradosa Receita Federal e re-
sultam de atuagio legitima, mas
que nao teve acesso aos dados pa-
ra avaliar a veracidade. Aquebra
de sigilo foi pedida pela CPMI.

Vorcaro enviou mensagens a Moraes
no dia em que foi preso, diz jornal

0 dono do Banco Master, Dani-
el Vorcaro, enviou mensagem
de WhatsApp ao ministro Ale-
xandre de Moraes, do Supremo
Tribunal Federal, nodiaem que
foi preso, afirma reportagem do
jornal O Globo. “Conseguiu ter
noticia ou bloquear?”, diz o tex-
to de 17 de novembro de 2025,

Banqueiro preparou
explicacao de laco
com ministro sz

Hélio Schwartsman

0 celular de Vorcaro fard
a Repuiblica ruir ou
haverd um acorddo? A3

Marcos Augusto Gongalves
Cada vez mais suspeitos de
sempre do centrdo surgem
no escandalo do Master a1z

O ministro teria entdo respon-
dido com trés mensagens de vi-
sualizacdo nica. A assessoria
de Moraes nega que ele tenha
recebido os textos citados pelo
jornal: “Trata-se de ilacio men-
tirosa no sentido, novamente,
de atacar o Supremo Tribunal
Federal”, afirma. EconomiaAl4

Dono do Master quis
se livrar de imovel
de R$ 60 milhdes s

EDITORIAIS A2

Riscos econdmicos da guer
ra Arespeitode impactos po-
tenciais dos ataques de Esta-
dos Unidos e Israel ao Ira.

PEC da Seguranca fica me-
Thor sem tratar de maiorida-
de Sobre propostade emenda
& Carta aprovada pela Camara.

4+

Flavio Dino
suspende
quebra de
sigilo de
Lulinha as

ilustrada
MORRE AQS
83 ES}CR[TUR
ANTONIO
LOBO
ANTUNES

Autor de 32 romances
e vencedor do Camoes,
portugués estd entre
os lusdfonos mais
lidos no mundo Bi14

[ +]

Artistas fundem o
plblico e o privado em
pecas que exploram
exposicao Bl

guiaFoLHA
Violéncia ganha
luz na Mostra
Internacional
de Teatro i

Ao todo, foram R$ 9,774 mi-
Ihdes em entradas ¢ RS 0,758 mi-
Ihées emn saidas em guatro contas
bancérias no Banco do Brasil e na
Caixa Econdmica Federal, sendo
0s maiores montantes referentes
a rendimentos de duas empre-
sas de que ele é dono. Politica A6

JHSF

SURPREEMDENTE

RESERVA

CIDADE JARDIM

VEJA NA PAG. A7

IMAGEM ILUSTRATIVA PRODUTIDA COM 1A,
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UNE NOUVELLE PIETA
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pour meurtre

PAGE 11

ALZHEIMER
Des cellules
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PS-LFI : des accords malgreé
es outrances de Mélenchon

Le Parti socialiste dit avoir coupé les ponts avec les mélenchonistes au plan national, tout
en laissant I'union se faire par la base dans plusieurs dizaines de villes avant les municipales.

Jean - Luc Meélench
veaun Jean- Marie Le Pe est p
adnsl gue R 2] Glucksmann n

}
a qualifi¢ le leader de La Fran

e Insoumise apres ses |lf|>l|!\
teintés dantisémitisme. Le

u Parti socialiste hui a emboiné le
en excluant tout accord
nal avec
nistes dans
tours des municipales. Un ali
gnement avec [|'hostilité des

Francais (76

les metlencho thisants socialistes (84

I'entre - deux

Odaoxa- Backbone

) et méme d une
nte majorite des sympa

) aux

alliances entre LFl et le PS,
comime k& révéle un sondage
Consulting

pour Le Figare. Le PS5 n'a
cependant pas excla des ac
cords locaux sous conditkons
ni remis en cause les unions
aver Jes  Insoumis
avant le premier tour dans une

realisees

soivantaine de villes. U'n dou
ble jeu condamné par le prési
dent des Républicains., Brum
Retailleau, qui appelle ka gan
che 3 démoncer ce
d" = accords de ko honte »

+ MELFENCHON « LEPENISE». LA GAUCHE PIEGEE -+ RETAILLEAU PRESSE VERTS ET SOCIALISTES DE DENONCER LES « ACCORDS DE LA HONTE » AVEC LES INSOUMIS
» MILO LEVY-BRUHL : « EN SE MOQUANT DE NOMS JUIFS, MELENCHON A ACTIVE LA DIMENSION XENOPHOBE DE L' ANTISEMITISME - PAGES 8, 9 ET L EDITORIAL

Reza Pahlavi :

«La chute du régime
est a portée de main»

Le fils du dernier chah d’lran assure que des dizaines de milliers de soldats, de gardiens de la révolution et de civils

employés par le régime sont préts i faire défection, et se dit décidé a diriger la transition. PAGE 2

RS EDITORIAL par yves racsars

La gauche soumise

hus jamals d accord avec La Fran
ce imsoumise, jurent-ils en
Les derndéres salllies aux
redents antisémites de Jean-luc
Mélenchon auralent find  de
décourager ses allidcs. Chezr les communistes

Chweur

el les écologistes, on reste. certes, encore
discret. Maic, chez les socialistes, plusieurs
volx "affirment désormals haut et fort : @l

boulets rouges sur Mdenchon, avooe qull
volerait | Flen toutes circonstances pour fai
re barrage au RN

Ridiculisé, bumilié¢, nsulé i longoeur de
discours par celul qui veut sa mort, ke PS se
soumet quand méme, par Bcheté et pleutre
rie, en I"absence d"un chef digne de ce nom
Die crainte de perdre des sieges et des finan
cements, ses membres, i de trés rares excep

faut rompre bes liens avec e tribun du chaos I:“P va tons pres, vont conti

La direction du PS5 a décideé, en début de S X nuer 3 pactiser avec le
semaine, quaucun accord national ne serait continuer diable Les mémes qui,
pass¢ pour bes municipales. Sauf gue le diable tiser pendant des décennbes,
se cache dans les détalls. d pacuse omnt fait 3 lecon 2 ba
Dans de nombreuses communes, dont aveC drolte, confrontée i la

Briancon, Chartres ¢t Epinal, des alliances
onl @ conclues en vue du premier tour, EL,
pour le tour suivant, on a beaucoup de m.

montée de Jean Marie

te d]cﬁih]ﬂ Le Pen, puis i celle de

53 fille. Dieu sait s”ils Mont accusée de wous les

imaginer que L promesse sera tenue, s I maux. Elle n'a pourtant jamals perdu = son
gauche devait en faire kes frais, A Paris, le so ame =, pour reprendre |'expression conss
claliste Emmanuel Grégoire admet que crée, dans un quelcongue pacte fustien. 11
= Mélenchon foit mal -, mais répete surtout est, en revanche, plus gue probable que Je pi
que, son adversaire, «c'est Dati=. A Mar toyable spectachke offert par des Insoumls en

seille, ol le Rassemblement national pourrait
hai ravir la municipalité, on peine a crolre
que le maire sortant ne fasse pas les yveux
doux & LFl dans la derniére ligne droite
Méme ke dépuré PS Jerime Guedj, qui tire &

pleine dérive et cette gauche « morale =, in
capable de couper le cordon avec eux, lasse
le jeu du Rassemblemen! national. Aujour
d'hul, LFI et le reste de la gauche sont une
formidable = blanchisseuse = pour le RN.®

O TR SR PR S

Trump tenté
de jouer

la carte kurde
contre

les mollahs

Le président des Erars-Unis
£"esl entretenu au télép
avec deux des princlpaux di

rigeants kurdes, Se refusant 3
envoyer des troupes améri

caines pour mener des opéra

tlons terrestres en vue de
renverser le régime iranden, il
envisage de s"appuver au sol
sur armées
groupes kurdes. Le parl est
Incertain. Ces groupes sonl
difficiles & unifier et opéra

lement dans
Une

e

les lorces des

tionnels essent)
lewr réglon d'origine.
coalithon de pluskeurs mir
lés est toul aussl comple
pourrait aboutir 3 un éclate
ment du pays.
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Stars acquire new winger Bunting from Predators
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CITY HALL

Council strikes compromise

Dallas, Texas, Friday, March 6, 2026

Photos by Suan Fagueroa,/Staff Photographer

The council listened to open mic about the City Hall building during the city council meeting on Wednesday at City Hall in Dallas. The
council was prepared to consider a rescolution directing the city manager to move emergency operations out of City Hall

Members OK resolution to explore relocation, order repair plans

By DEWANI CHHETRI
aff Wirter
ey ._hhe<— il s s, COM

A deeply divided Dallas City Council is hedg-
ing its bets on City Hall, exploring relocation
while also ordering plans to repair the aging
building.

After hours of scrutiny, debate and amend-
ments, the council voted 9-6 to approve a com-
promise resolution that forces the city to pursue
those two tracks and bars consultants that re-
cently assessed the building’s conditions bid-
ding on contracts related to the project.

The action came just after 1 a.m. Thursday, a
major step in deciding the fate of the nearly 50-
year-old City Hall and the prime downtown site
developers covet but preservationists want to
keep.

The nine council members who supported
the measure described it as a pragmatic com-
promise. They said Dallas needs more concrete
information before deciding whether to repair
the aging building or abandon it

The backers were Mayor Eric Johnson and
council members Gay Donnell Willis, Chad
West, Jesse Moreno, Zarin Gracey, Maxie John-
son, Jaime Resender, Lorie Blair and Kathy
Svewart, a coalition spanning North Dallas, Oak
Cliff and southern sectors of the city.

Several said studying both paths at once pro-
tects taxpayers and positions the city to make a
clearer long-term decision about the future of
the I.M. Pri-designed building and the valuable

s of the

showed support for a speaker who spoke in favor of keeping

Dallas City Hall during the open mic session of the city council meeting on Wednesdany.

downtown land it ocoupies.

Six council members opposed the approach,
waming the city is moving too gquickly toward a
costly and uncertain relocation strategy.

Adam Bazaldua, Laura Cadena, Paula Black-
mon, Bill Roth, Cara Mendelsohn and Paol Rid-
ley argued the city has not fully vetted repair
costs or considered the budget impact of leasing
new office space while Dallas is already facing
fiscal pressures.

They questioned if the deliberations had
anything to do with building a new arena to re-
tain the Dallas Mavericks.

Some also criticized the process that pro-
duced the estimates, sayving the council should

slow down and foces first on determining

whether the building can be responsibly re-

paired and nsodemi

Sea COUMNCIL mage aa

DallasNews.com

POLITICS

Trum
es
Noem

Criticism on the rise over the
Homeland Security secretary’s
leadership and recent decisions

By MICHELLE L. PRICE
and REBECCA SANTAMNA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Donald
Trump on Thursday fired his embattied
Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem,
after mounting criticism over her leadership
aof the department, induding the handling of
the administration’s immigration crack-
doan and disaster response.

Trump, who said he would nominate
Oklahoma Republican Sen. Markwayne
Mullin in her place, made the announce-
ment on social media after Noem faced a
two-day grilling on Capitol Hill this week
from GOP members as well as Democrats,

Ses NOEM Page 44
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Y’all Street
turf war
heating up

Now open for business:
Nasdaq Texas announces SEC
approval and planned listings

By SASHA RICHIE
Staff Wiiter
sasna r-c—-enaalasn-ewsca——

Nasdag Texas has an announcement to
make.

“We're open for business!” said Rachel
Racz, the Nasdaqg execative in charge of its
new Lone Star State listings venue.

Nasdaq Texas, announced in November,
is debuting approval from the L Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission and its first
cohort of expected dual listings Thursday.

In a ceremony at the Alamo in San An-
tonio, executives from five companies ex-
pected to dual-list on Nasdag Texas will join
the exchange in ringing the dosing bell, on
the 190th anniversary of the Battle of the
Alamo.

Sea Y"ALL rPage aa
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Paxton refuses to step back

Despite president’s
demand, Texas AG
resolved to push on

By JOSEPH MORTOMN
Washington Bureau
JoSeEh Mot onoecalasrerys oo

WASHINGTON - Attor-
ney General Ken Paxton
vowed to press forward with
his GOP challenge to ineam-
bent Sen. John Cornyn de-
spite President Domald

HOIE The Dailias Morming Mews
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Breezy; storms possible

Metro, back page

Trump’s demand that the
candidates wrap up the fight.

“I'm staying in this race’
Paxton said.

Cormyn was on track to
na lrrn-u.h (".lg{ out Paxton in
Tuesday’s primary results,
but neither candidate was
close to the majority required
to avoid a May 26 runoff.

Trump « Wednesday
posted on Truth Social he
would soon be endorsing one
of the candidates and said the

4 HBo
L &2

other must drop out so Re-
publicans can turmn their at-
tention to defeating the
Democratic nominee, state
Rep. James Talarico of Ans-
tan.

Paxton was asked about
Trump’s post Wednesday
night during an appearance
on the conservative outlet
Real America’s Voice.

He said he would contin-

See PAXNTON page Sa
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War continues

The House narrowly rejected a war
powers resclution Thursday to halt
President Donald Trump's attacks
on iran. The vote was a slim margin
of 212-219. 2A

Switch-up confused voters

Moving to precincts
caused hundreds to go

to wrong polling sites

By TRACEY McMANUS
Staf? Writer
tracey. Mo dakasnews. com

The local Republican Par-
ty's decision to revert Dallas
County to precinct-based vot-
ing caused hundreds of voters
o go o the wrong polling sites
on Toesday — but it also trig-

METRO

More rain to come

After record rainfall swept across
North Texas on Wednesday, the
region could see a renewed threat
of severe thunderstornms as weather
systerm moves into the Plains. 18

gered a cascade of problems
within county operations that
further derailed voters.

Some Democrats and Re-
publicans within the same
precinct, or the same house-
hold, were required to report
to different polling sites due it
being the GOPs push for a
Separate Primary

The county statiomned na
gators at the doors of 756 poll-
ing locations with party-spe-
cific tablets to look up voters”

See Givens: Victory Buit by the
people’ on 1B

precincts and redirect them
accordingly. Election workers
at more than 270 locations
without navigators were pro-
vided with the same Demo-
cratic amd Republican tablets
for that purpose.

But if navigators failed to
ask for a voter’s party affilia-

See HUNDREDS page 5A

BUSINESS

Qil prices surge

Stocks sank on Wall Street Thursday
after the price of oil spiked to its
highest level since the summer of
2024 because of the contimued war
with lran. 3B
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Starmer:

US must 12

negotl ate

]'b

iy Danbel Martin, Charles Hymas
amd Nick Guiteridge

SIK KEIR STARMER vobd Donald
Tramp to negotlate w an despite
L regrimme (iringg eisadbes ot allies soross
e Mipclle: East

The Prime Minister called on the
United States to reach a setthement with
Tehran, saying it was his “strong view™
that the two niries pes o

dhe-escalate the situation through talks.
The

omments threaten 1o sty
special

n an

n
», Following Sir Reir's indtial decision

tos biloscle 1k
tary hase

use of Diego Garcia, the
n the Chagos islands, for

P 'S pressdent ref
|>-\rt1. that he had described
Sir Kedr a5 a ~loser ™ and repeated that e
s ol “llu[nnl. haarchidl

rder growing
Pressure over hu. handling of the Lran
crisis and laces accusations that be has

nal e magh to support allies and
bases in the regson,
Iranian mes hit RAF Akrotiri in

Cyprus on Sunday, bat Sir Keir took 72
haours o decide to deploy the Type-45
destroyer HMS Dragon, \nfr.uv cur
ly Poishiima woebching o
il i Aot expe 1 1o reach th

a fortnight, well after the arrival of war
ships semt by France and Spain.
The Iranian regime conlin

Israeli and 1
ens of Irankan citles, and the lsrael
Drefence Foroe struck command orntres
hsollah in Betrut

Attemgting o femd off motinting cri-

-alls for de-escalation talks with regime
despite it bombing allies in the Middle

4

East

lelsam at & press conferen Mowming
Street, Sir Keir announced that Britain
would send fowr additional Typlson
Jets to Qatar to bolster the .
defences. But di
US strikes, the me Minist runl
"The bong-standing British po
that the best way forward for the region
and the workd is & negotisted settement
with Iran where they give up their
mucbear ambil ons

“That's why | wook the decision that
the UK would not join the initial strikes

1 lran by ith e Loar And that
decision was del erate, il was |n tha
Rt wrest, and | stand by it”

Mir Trump has previously ruled out
negotiations with the Iranian regim;
Late®, Mr Tr
added that he would personally hand
il Lran's mew supreme beader

Kt Badenoch. the Tory beader. said
ﬂlﬂ!!b-ﬂ‘kdhmhlh lacked a
d The Telegraph

“Tl:u.- Boes lu slvow 1
hawe as Prime Minister, Keir Starmer
thinks hetng nice is a military stra

Y
talk to Iran Iu:nil'.

| fear weapons. Starmer needs
to stop bedng o kawyer and start betng a
leader. If he had a backbone he would
be working with our allies, mot giving
them a lecture.”

Tensions related 1o the conflict also
st ey b the wirects of Manchesier on
Wednesday night where demonstrators
moury g the death of Ayatollah Khase
e, Dran's former supresme lesder, bami

Pro-lran

the cheaih of

images of Benjamin
tashed with count
A major pro-lraskan march la schad
uled o be bheld in London this month,
sparking fears of serious public disorder
Ohrpcamdsers say Ehey expect Qhowsands of
people 1o atten b ual Al Quds
march and rally on March L5, which has
e bkl o the Iranian e
f the march,
d ol Dram,
demonsira-
tion on & scale never seen before™. It has
demands for Sir Mark Row
rropolitan Police Commi
the ¢
because of the risk of serious disorder.
Laowd Walsey, Uhwe formes govermiment
adviser oa poliiical violensce and disrugp
tion, said; “There is clearty a strong risk
that there will be serious disorder and
serious disruption 1o the commuanity if

nyahu amd
™

Labour MP quits over husband’s spy arrest

oy Martin Evans, gad Slmon Johason

A LABIUTR MP has been suspen i
Froen the party whip after ber husband
was arrested on suspicion of spying for
China

Joand Reid’s husband, David Taylor
weas detained by the Metrogolitan Pol
on Wednesday held under the
Art before being

Matthew Aplin, 43.
From Pomtyclun, ﬁoulll“d-—lﬁ Al Steve
Jomes, B8, from Powys, Wales

Bese latelligence, had connections 1o
the Labour Party.
Labowr confirmed yesterday than Ms
Reid had lost the whip and her party
why

membership bad been s
susprnded while an intermal investiga

fing™ hersell Mhom
pel amy wrongdoing
he said: “This week has been the
life. The shock of ul
ays has been difficult for me and my
family. | want 1o reiterate son himg
very important: 1 am ot under nvestl
sation by e police and Ao sccwsations
hawe heen [made] against me. | have
done nothing wromg | love my country.
T serve the people of East Kilbwide and
Siraihaven as their MP and the Labour
Party has been - and continues to be
the privilege of my life

1 understand that specalation and
gossip is fevered at a tim, this. I do
not want the circumstances that
my Lamily find oursel
tractioo for this €
1 am proad and in whom | beleve. |also

by u.lllp I.nt

do not want my ch n - who have
nothing o answer for and who deserve
privacy and o passion - Lo fed Uhess
waebves subipect Lo intrusion ®

She issued the statement after Anas
Sarwar, Lhe Sooltish o e ]
e bl bewens referred Lo the party s gon-
ernance and begal unit for invesoigation

Mr Sarwar sa bl the allegatbons arainst
teer hzshanad were “deeply concerning ™
anil the it woukd sider whe ther
she would be suspended and if she
should continue serving on the Com-
mons home allakrs commitive

Mr Taylor has also heen suspended as
amber of the party, A Labour Party
“These are incredibly
serious allegations. We canpot com-
e nt further while the police inve stiga
Lo s angoing ™

They added: “Joani Reid has agreed
Contimued om Page 2
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Page 21

ges 4-7

the Al Quds
abead. Th

arch is allowed 1o go
e the o ia under
which the M » have a responsi
hality to rece vl that the march is
banned. 1 hope that they are progerly

across the fresh evidenos 10 make a
jadgment ~
Chris Philp, the shadow home sec

"Aflter the s
i planned

5 e saw
ounter-
T s march

could end in serious disorder. This

and burned images of Berjarman Netanyahu the lsrach prame manister. on Wednesday rght

counte

dem
*

ACTROT T B
O GUT SIReEls.

“Wie cannol allow the streets of Lon
don to become a pla
o spread their propagands, of
Imlu-u el il chaos s viodenoe

Sas Braverman, the Reform MP
and former home secretary. added: ~If
we are o have aoy semb

e

It is maot just like any other protest
part of &
Campaign p.».u!
Ko ITra
to advance 1h=
Irandan regime ™
John Healey, the Defence Secretary,
landed in Cyprus yeste
afver the country’s h
saiad buis peple b D

ke nlue:l(a] aims of the

dlisappainted ™

1 his dissppointment i
Keir, g the New York Post:
showdd be giving ws, withoul guestion
or hesitation, things like hases where
we can use others. We should [be able
o] certainly count on them. I was very
wurprised ot Keir. Very dispyaointed”

Ui s <40 s il of Brilons ofpose
1h= 'S strikes on Iran, npared with
T i sanpgeort L m, scoond
Jni(!o)'\l:ulnn poll

imed Arah

of failing 1o do
nd them from Tran's

rlmln and missile attacks
Mr Trump has said the joint
US- tarscli operaibon againsi Lran will

kil |1y o go Lar longers

Householders feel pinch from Trump’s war

iy Zachariah Sharil
and Madelcine Koss

THE first major lenders have raised
martgage rates as the war in the Middle
e ol o rosein)
» Nt aind Coven-
try Building Socsety anmounoed thear fioeed
rabes wonhl Increase Brom s wesk
Ed Miliband also sdmitted yesteniay
b il oo bell b “wacpeosid™
& global energy p after a
drop-ofl in oil and gas raflic through
thee Siradd of Hormaue
Before the outhreak of the war last
ol arkets hud been expecting
thee Rank of England o cut the bank rate
which is .75 per oent - this month and
aggadn bedore the end of Uhe year
}Jq.llu.nﬁ[lxsuu\.\ ol espesct ofe cul
o ' § suggesting that
ety m. « will remain higher for

longer, Natwest and Natiomwdde said
rates on fixved mortgages would rise
up o 0,25
ol als

ncrease rates foday. Coven

try Building Soctety tobd its customer s it
was imecreasd g all fooed sates for nessden

e
day. The average five-year fixed-rave deal
e et yestenday, soconding to
fncme-ial amalysts Moneyfacts.

Inflaticon i v & bo-month bow of 3.2
per cent in January, fgures showed,
with presdictions thar it would Call chose
oo ke Pamdk's 2 peer cond Garget by Agaril,
Bt (I‘us.»\(-t.hm‘ahm'w now ol

The National Institute of Economic
and Sacial Research, an economic think
tank. sakd if higdher enengy: prices persist,

they could force the Bank so push intereso
back up above 4 per cent when it
mences its decision on March

Hobekays am il ex pected to become
mrore expensive as the cost of et fuel hit
a four-year high. Fares (o Australia have

saial ot erolay
at the mercy of ational energy
markets, and that “we will be exposed
b ke e Eitdon™

Houscholds will be protected from
rising prices until s leass July wnder the
enwrgy price cap, which will bring balks
down o £1,64] from April. But Corpwall
Insight. a research growp warmed that
bills, coalel besp by £360 3 year from July.
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Hamilton: Africa mus
take back control

Sir Lewis Hamilton sadd that Africa
needs 1o unite and take itselfl back from
U British, the French, the Spanish

and the Portuguese, The Rritish

RV - n, wha
described “half-African”,
ol Lo carry on rwcing io Formuls
O wnill here was o grand prix in
Alffrica. Sir Lewis. 41, said he had been
“fighting for the past six, seven years'
iy il a ramcwe ki Adirbea back o
calendar, “There's one on
continent, why not Afirsca?™
Page 3

NEWS

BBC would back tax
to replace licence fee
The BBC would support replacing the

licence fee with a tax as it bartles to
ore peole pay for s services

thve Geomw ramsenit 1o

Funding
B T ———

Voo vl greem prapeer oan the Taiuee

BEC. The corporation did mot

dimectly for a bousehobd levy, bur

sald it was "instrective” bo keok ai how

other European countries funded their

public wrvics hroadcasters

Page Il

Wik voris o flan il
werdich ohar bowat, conld the
Royed Naxry borrow it#

Tottenham turmoil
_Spurs dragged into

e

relecation battle
Svort

WORLD

ICE Barbie axed for
former MMA fighter

Donakd Trump has sacked Kristi Noem,
his hommeland secuniny secretary, 4
longtime ally and oone of the most
seqior oembers of his cabinet. Mr
Trumgp annoanced Markwayne lhim
a former MMA fighter, would replace
Ml Naseen 2l the ensd ol the maonth, Ms
Nowm, who has armed ibe nicknams:
ICE Barbie fior her glamorous displays
during immigral nissdons, Caced

i ense (uestiondng Mrom senatons
over the administration’s controversaal
i migrration crivckdown

Page I3
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Fallout ripples across Mideast,
bevond as Iran war escalates

Displaced residents from the southern suburbs of Beirut gather in the Lebanese capital’s Martyrs” Square
issuved a waming fo evacuate. The Isracl-Hezbollah war that began Monday is the third such conflict in 20 Nm KHALIL ASHAWL REUTERS

Anger mounts against
Hezbollah after L.ebanon
pulled into another fight

I‘ARK MacKINNOMN

There was a time when Fatima
Daoud supported Hezbaollah and
saw the group as defending Leba-
non's sovercignty. But her affec-
tion for the "Party of God™ cx-
pired as it dragged her country in-
o war after war, driving her fam-
ily from one home to another.
The Isracl-Hezbollah war that
began Monday - just one front in
the widening Middle East war - is
the third such conflict in 20 years
and the second in 15 months. The
fighting has forced Ms. Daoud
and her family to move seven
times, from their destroyed home
in southerm Lebanon, via a suc-
cession of rented apartments and
temporary shelters, to the high
school where she and her family
were camped Thursday.
Hezbollah's decision o launch
a wvollcy of rockets at Isracl on
Monday - an artack it said was re-
taliation for the U.S. -Isracli strike
on Iran, which has supported
Hezbollah since its founding in
mwafz — has provoked the predict-
ably harsh Isracli military re-
sponse, but also a firestorm of

criticism within the country.

Opposition to Hezbollah had
been hardening for years among
Lebanon's Christians, Sunmi Mus-
limn and Druze. What's different
this time is that y in the
group’s own Shia Muslim com-
munity arc ecxpressing baffle-
ment and anger at the decision 1o
pull the country into yet another
war. Many feel that Hezbollakh,
which has always professed o
put Lebanon's interests first. had
shown that its ultimate loyalty
has always been to Tehram.

“This was between Israel amd
Iran - so why did we Laundh rock-
ets from south Lebanon? Ms.
Daocud asked. “We got displaced
for what reason? Is this life. what
we're In'n\s oW

It wasn't dlear whether she and
her husband and four children
would be safe ding the night
on the floor of the high school or
if they would have to flee to an
cighth location. Shortly before
dusk, the Isracli military warmed
all residents of Beirut’s southern
suburbs, an arca collectively
known as the Dahiva and home
to about 400,000 pooplc, o cvac-
uate ahead of expected heavy at-
tacks.

- HEZBOLLAMH, AS

after the lsraeli army

Conflict poised
to reshape UAE’s
role in Africa

GEO'FFRE\‘ YORK
U CHIEF

As they voiced their symypathy for the victims of Ira-
mian air strikes this week, two African governments
made the curious decision © omit a key country
from their commiseration list: the United Arab

Emiratcs.

The reluctance of Sudan and Somalia to con-
demn the attacks on the UAE, even as it struggled 1o
fight off hundreds of Iranian missiles and drones,
was the Latest sign of the oil-rich Gulf state’s contro-
wversial and expanding role in some of Africa’s big-

gest conflicts.

The UAE's financial and mi

tary support has

fuelled wars in Sudan and Ethiopia and bolstered a
sccessionist movernent in Somalia®s breakaway re-
gion of Somaliland, according to widespread re-
ports from the region. The Gulf state has also invest-
ed billions of dollars in commercial projects across
Africa in a bid to boost its political and coonomic

influence.

Now, those same African countrics are trying to
calculate the impact of the UAE's sudden involve-
ment in the Iran conflict.

Some belicve the stoep cost of the war could force
the Emirates to pull back from Africa to conserve its
financial and military resources. Others say the Ira-
mian assault on the UAE could generate enough
international sympathy to discourage any Western
pressure to scale back its role in Sudan and else-

where.
= AFRICA, AS

nmews Trump seeks say on next supreme leader; Azerbaijan accuses Tehran of drone attacks = as
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of artificial island
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Canadian Natural halts
oil sands expansion,
citing lack of clarity
on carbon policy = e

Border agency
suspects 28
regime officials
are in Canada
despite ban

MAURA FORREST i OMNTREA

Canadian border authorities
hawve identified nearly 30 suspect-
od senior ranian officials who
they believe should be barred
from remaining in the country
under a federal ban, amid a wid-
ening conflict in the Middle East
that could see more regime offi-
cials seek refuge.

The Canada Border Services
Agency has been investigating os
cases involving possible high-
ranking members of the Iranian
regime, up from 66 last June, ac-
cording to figures provided by
the agency.

Of those os, the CBSA has
identified 28 pecople it belicves
are inadmissible since senior Ira-
nian officials were banned from
the country in November, 2oz2.
That number is up from 20 last
year.

But the CBSA has so far re-
moved only one official from
Canada - a number that remains
unchanged from Last year.

While the cases wind their way
through Canada’s immigration
gysiem, there are concerms the
war in Iran could drive more offi-
cials to try to enter the country,
despite Canada’s efforts to kcep
thiem out.

“The Canada Border Services
Agency (CBSA) closely monitors
all intermmartional developments
which could give bad actors a
greater motive to seek safe haven
in Canada, so that we may antici-
pate and thwarmt unauthorized
travel attempts,” spokcspeorson
Luke Reimer said in a statement.

cEsSA, AS

Court order
links police
corruption
investigation,
Wedding case

COLIM FREEZE
SARA MOJTEHEDZADEMH

A central figure in the Project
South police cormuption probe
has been linked
mcnts toanalleged accomplice of
cocaine Ryan
l\cddlng connecting for the first
time the mnspr;ndlrrg m\csngm
tions into ol crime  in
Canada.

Brian Da Costa, an alleged drug
trafficker accused of bribing To-
ronto police officers and leaking
computer data later used in orga-
mnized crime intimidation cam-
paigns, has been ordered not o
contact Gurpreet Singh - a Toron-
to-area man who allegedly comn-
spired to transport hundreds of
kilograms of cocaine into Canada
for the Wedding metwork.

Mr. Da Costa was released
Wednesday on the condition that
he not contact more than 3o indi-
widuals, including Mr. Singh, ac-
cording to the release order,
signed by Justice of the Poace
Anme Finn.

Mr. Singh. who is fighting cx-
tradition to the United States,
where he faces drug-trafficking
charges, has been jailed at Torom-
to South Detention Centre sinoe
October, 2024
= DA COSTA, ALS

-S EBHET -Ellllll._ Explore our nahional database of freedom of information requests SecretCanada.com
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Spring is sort of here, if you know where to look. The birds are back, the sun has some oomph at last, and Daylight Saving
Time is coming Sunday. That'’s not to say winter is completely in the rear view, and if you want to play basketball outside,
like a few kids outside the Mather Elementary School in Dorchester, yvou have to make some allowances. As | See It, B1.

As war intensifies, vets stress human cost

Concerns about an open-ended commitment

By Brian MacQuarrie
GLORE STAFFE

American military veterans are
voicing strong reactions about the in-
tensifying war in Iran: support for
confronting a brutal regime, wariness
about the long-term consequences,
and questions about government
transparency and trust.

In interviews, veterans from Viet-
nam to Iraq expressed anger about
hundreds of past American casualties
from Iranian-backed militias and mu

nitions, while also calling for a public
explanation of why US service mem-
bers are being put in harm's way.

By Thursday, six American service
members had been killed.

“There’s no love lost with Iran in
is, but on the other side, you're wor-
ried about a new forever war,” said
Jack Hammond, a retired Army brig-
adier general who served in lrag and
Afghanistan. “What worries us is go-
ing back to those two previous wars,
where we didn't have very clearly de-

fined objectives or withdrawal crite-
ria”

Hammond recounted Iran’s role in
the 1983 truck bombing of a Marine
barracks in Beirut, where 220 Ma-
rines, 18 sailors, and three soldiers
were killed. The Iranian regime also
was responsible for introducing ar-
mor-piercing roadside bombs to Iraq,
Eilling and wounding hundreds of US
service members there.

“Just remember the history here,
said Micah Jones, a Republican con-
gressional candidate from Essex and

VETERANS, Page A3

Chaos in Beirut
An Israeli order for
residents to evacuate
immediately was
followed by a bombing
campaign that raised
fears of a new front. A4,

St

operations have not
threstened the Tranian
regime’s grip on power,
officials said. AS.

Plymouth County Sheriff Joe
McDonald moved to lay off 33
employees as he and other
sheriffs navigate widespread
scrutiny of their spending. BL.

A commercial fishing boat
over d r i

and its two crew members
are presumed dead. B1.

Jayson Tatum is expected to
return to the court tonight,
months after rupturing his
Achilles tendon in May. C1.

qr‘?“*

The big sleet
Friday: Another line mess.
High 35-40. Low 32-37.
Saturday: Warming up.
High 45-50. Low 41-46.
Weather and Comics, G6-T.
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Housing boom gives Lexington pause

Change happening
too quickly for some

By Andrew Brinker
GLAMIE STAFE

LEXINGTON — For centuries,
one of the tallest points in this
town'’s historic center has been Bel-
fry Hill, where a replica of the old
wooden tower whose bells rang out
al the start of the battles that began
the Revolutionary War has long
s,

Soon, the belfry may have a mone
modern neighbar, almost as tall: a
four-story mixed-use development

that will include more than 50 new
homes.

The new building still requines
approvals from a few municipal
boards, incheding the town's histaric
districts commission. But if all goes
to plan, it would pave the way for a
building that, to many, symbolizes
the change suddenly sweeping
through a community whose identi-
ty is tied to events of 250 years ago,
and the preservation of it.

Lexington is set to add around
1,600 new apartments and condo-
miniums in the coming years, turn-
ing this communily of 35,000,
which has built little in decades, into

the state’s new housing boomtowr.

All of those new homes are the
result of the ambitious plan Lexing-
ton passed in 2023 under the state's
MBTA Communities Act. Even as
other towns mulled rebellion, afflu-
ent, liberal Lexington became the
first place to pass new zoning rules
under the law — allowing tall, dense
buildings in key parts of wwn — amnd
won plaudits from advocates, state
officials, and even a glowing article
in The New Yorker.

But the reality of g0 much growth
S0 quickly is, well, complicated.
enthused residents are

LEXINGTON, Page AT

Trump
fires Noem
after GOP

grilling
Homeland security chief

at center of controversies

By Michael C. Bender, Michael Gold,
Hamed Alcaziz, and Maggic Haberman
NEW VORE TIMES

WASHINGTON — Fresident Tru:up fired his
embattled homeland security secretary, Kristi No-
em, on Thursday and announced plans o replace
her with Senator Markwayne
Mullin of Oklahoma, after she
was grilled by Republican law- L.
makers this week at congressio- e
nal hearings on a variety of top- —
ics, including her knowledge of a
eontract with a politically con-
nected firm.

Trump announced the
change on social media, along
with a new, and previously non-
existent, role for Noem: special
enwvoy for the Shield of the Amer-
icas, which he said would be a new security initis-
tive for the Western Hemisphere.

Trump is close with Mullin, & Republican, and
speaks with him regularly. Mullin said that Noem
had “done the best that she could do under the cir-
cumstances,” but that he hoped to learn from her
tenure and “build off things that didn't quite

MOEM, Page AG

Kristi Noem
had a key role
in the mass
deportation
effort.

Haitian living
in Boston dies
in ICE custody,
family says

By Giulia McDonnell Nieto del Rio
and Shannon Larson
GLORK STAFE

A Haitian man who had been living in Dor-
chester died in Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment custody this week after an untreated tooth
infection led to sepsis, according to his famdly

Emmanuel Damas, 56, had been held at the
Florence Correctional Center in Arizona since
around October, after his arrest in Boston on a do-
mestic incident involving his son.

In mid-February, Damas told personnel at the
Florence facility that he had a toothache, but he
was not sent to a dentist, his brother Presly Nelson
said in an interview.

Damas was secking asylum and had entered the
country legally through a Joe Biden-era humani-
tarian parole program for Haitians in 2024, Nelson

Damas died Monday at a Scottsdabe hospital, af-
ICE, Page AG

RFK Jr. not exactly sweet on Dunkin’

By Tal Kopan
GLOBE STAFF

AUSTIN, Texas — As Health Secretary Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. ticked through a list of ways the Tramp
administration is trying to clean up the nation’s food
\uppl_', hefore an appreciative Texas enowd last week,

he previewed more to come, including potentially
pulling certain ingredients frrwnlh? market if they

can't be proven safe.

“We're going to ask Dunkin® Donuts and Starbucks,

*Shorw us the safety data that show that it's OK fora

suggar init” "

teenage girl to drink an iced coffee with 115 grams of
Kenmnedy told the apglaondin
don’t think theyre gonna be able to do

It unclear if the administration wil
through on such demands and restrict sugary beverag-
es at Dunkin® and similar chains, despite Kennedy’'s

Follonw

declarative comments at the Austin food-focused

And then he singled out a Massachusetts staple.

DUNKIN', Page AT
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BY LAUREN COSTANTINO
Icostantino@mianiherald.com

Plates of challah bread
and bowls of dates sat in
the center of each table.
Manischewitz wine — a
staple of Shabbat — was
replaced with grape juice
to accommodate those
who don't drink alcohol.

Faith leaders of va-
rious religions hered
around the table to dis-
cuss fasting — not just as
a religious ritual, but a
way to build empathy for
people who go without
food because of their
circumstances, not by
choice.

AL an UNCOMNON

Jews and Muslims came
together in Miami on
Friday for a family-style
dinner to celebrate Shab-
bat, the weekly Jewish
day of rest, and Rama-
dan, Islam"s holiest
month marked by dailwy
fasting from sunrise to
sunsel.

The event, hosted by
the Jewish Commumnity
Relations Council of the
Greater Miami Jewish
Federation at Temple
Israel of Greater Miami,
highlighted a shared
tradition between the
two faiths: fasting as
both a spiritual discipline
and a reminder of
responsibility to the

PFHOTO S MATIAS J. OCKER mocnerigmiomeneraid com

Rabbi Rachel Greengrass speaks during an iftar dinner welcoming Muslims and Jews to discuss the role of
fasting in both traditions at Temple Israel of Greater Miami.

Miami Jewish and Muslim
communities unite over shared

PHOTO BY MATIAS J.

and dinner

OCNER mocnerdmiamineraldcom

‘Nazi heaven’:
Inside Miami
campus
Republicans’
racist group

chat

BY CLAIRE HEDDLES
chreddles@oniamiherald. com

The secretary of Miami-
Dade County’s Republican
Party started a group chat
primarily for conservative
students last fall — and
within three weceks it was
filled with racist shars,
somcone wrote dozens of
ways of violently killing
Black pcople and the chat
was renamed after what
one member de-
scribed as “Mazi

campus Republican Party
leaderst in Miami at a
time Florida's Republicans
are reckoning with an in-
creasingly emboldened far
right.

Another member of the
chat, William Bejerano —
who tried to start a pro-life
group at Miami Dade Col-
lege — was the primary user
of the n-word in the group.
At one point, he posted a
block of text calling for doz-
ens of acts of extreme vio-
lence against Black
people, whom he

heaven.™ Will participants in referred to using
In WhatsApp racist Miami the n-word,

conversations Republican group chat  cluding crucifying,

leaked to the Mi face consequences? 7  Deheading and

mi Herald, partici- dissecting people.

pants used variations of the
n-word more than 400
times, regularly described
women as “whores,” used
slurs 1o talk about Jewish
and gay people and mused
about Hitler's politics.

Interspersed throughout
were discussions about
events promoting the Re-
publican Party at Florida
International University.
The school told the Herald
the chat logs are part of an
ongoing criminal investiga-
tion.

The conversations im-
cluded some of the cam-
pus’ top conscrvative lead-
ers: the county GOP secre-
tary, FIU's Turning Point
USA chapter president and
the former College Repub-
licans recruitment chair.

The group chat — ver-
ified by twa people in the
group — reveals the extent

Bejerano hung up the phone
when reached by the Herald.
Dariel Gomnealex, the Col-

lege Republicans” recruit-
ment chairman at the time,
responded in the chat: “How
edgy.”

“Ew vou had colored
professors?!” Gonzalez
wrote at another point. “I
reguse [sic] to be indoctri-
nated by the coloreds.” Ile
told the group he used the
rerm “colored™ because, “I
was told we cant say black
anymore.” A couple days
later, he added: *Avoid the
coloreds like the plague.” He
did not respond to a request
for comment.

The group chat members
— who included some wo-
mem also frequently dis-
cussed sex, sometimes de-
scribing women as “whores”
and at one point using the
k-word, a shar for Jewish

Guests light candles during an interfaith iftar dinner at

of racism and extremism
Temple Israel of Greater Miami.

merging of holy days, within the highest ranks of

SEE DINNER, 24 SEE CHAT. 7A

How UF’s law school got faculty to
‘bend the rules’ for James Uthmeier

BY GARRETT SHANLEY
pearrets. shanic@riamiherald oo

TALLAHASSEFE

Leaders at the Uni-
versity of Florida's law
school sidestepped in-
ternal rules to rush At-
vorney General James
Uthmeier into a part-time
teaching role, granting
unusual leeway to a politi-
powerful adjunct
earning a S100,000 sa

Internal emails re-
viewed by the Herald/
Times show that Uth-
meier began teaching at
UF's Levin College of Law
more than a month before
his first course was for-
mally approved, sub-
mitted incomplete syllabi
and never received the
full fFaculty sign-off re-
quired under law school
protocols.

The correspondence

=
—
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From left to right: Florida Chief Financial Officer Blaise
Ingoglia. Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier and
Florida Lt. Gow. Jay Collins attend the first day of the
2026 legislative session at the Florida State Capitol on

Jan. 13 in Tallahassee.

also captures mounting
frustration from the pro-
fessor tasked with over-
sceing the attorney gencr-
al’s course review, who
warned the dean he was
willing to “bend the
rules™ but not ignore
them altogether.

E] We're dedicated to delivering the journalism you rely on. Discover the stories
T that matter to you inside. Subscribers, expl
3 puzzles and games al miamiherald com/edition

re mare stories and features like

The apparent corner-
cutting illustrates how top
brass at Florida's flagship
law school relaxed long-
standing safeguards to
fast-track the state’s top
legal official into its class-

SEE UTHMEIER, 12A
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After backlash, Trump fires
Noem from Homeland Security

BY ANTONIO MARIA
IDVELGADO
A Delgadoe@elnucvoheratd.com

President Donald
Trump announced Thurs-
day that Homeland Securi-
ty Secretary Kristi Noem
will step down from her
position to become special
envoy for a new regional
security initdative called
the “Shield of the Amer-
icas,” a program aimed at
strengthening security
cooperation across the
Western Hemisphere.

Noem's reassignment
comes after mounting
political pressure in Wash-
ington over her response
to a controversial im-
migration enforcement
operation in Minnesota
that ended with federal
agments fatally shooting two
U.S. citizens.

The announcement,
made in a post on Trump's
Truth Social platform,

comes just days
before a summit in
Daral, where the
president is ex-
prected to un
Saturday the
tive alangside
several Latin
American leaders.
Noem is expected at the
event.

“Kristi Noem, who has
served us well, and has
had numerous and spec-
tacular resulis (especially
on the Border!), will be
moving to be Special En-
woy for The Shield of the
Americas, our new Securi-
ty I tive in the Western
Hemisphere we are an-
nouncing on Saturday in
Dworal, Florida,” Trump
wrote. “I thank Kristi for
her scrvice at “Home-
land."™

The “Shicld of the
Americas” initiative is
designed to promote closcr
coordination berween the

Kristi

OR REACH US ONLINE AT:
miamiherald.com/
customer-service

United States and
countries across
Latin America and
the Caribbean to
confront transna-
tional threats, in-
cluding drug traf-
ficking, organized
crime and irregular
migration

White House press sec-
retary Karoline Leawvitt
said Wednesday that the
summit aims to promote
“freedom, security and

rity in our region™

amnd described the gather-
ing as a historic effort to
build a regional coalition.

“These countries have
really formed a historic
coalition to work together
to address criminal narco-
terrorist gangs and cartels
and counter illegal and
mass migration into not
only the United States but
the Western Hemisphere,"™

MNoem

SEE NOEM, 8A
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Israel tells 500,000 to flee
Beirut ahead of airstrikes

IDF warns residents of
southern surburbs to
‘evacuate immediately’

William Christou
Beirut

The Israeli military ordered the entire
population of Beirut's southern
suburbs to evacuate yesterday, as
it continued to bomb Lebanon and
Iran, while Tehran launched retalia-
tory airstrikes against lsrael and US
bases across the region.

The Israel Defense Forces told all
500,000 residents of Beirut's south-
e suburbs to "save your lives and
evacuate your homes immediately”,
before launching alrstrikes on what it
described as Hezbollah targets in the
area. The area covered by the order
included several hospitals and gov
ernment ministries.

Meanwhile, Donald Trump said he
should be involved in choosing Iran's
next supreme leader to replace Aya-
tallah Ali Khamenei, who was killed
in a US-Israeli airstrike. Trump said
that Mojtaba Khamenei, the 56-year
old son of the late supreme leader

the country's head of state and
commander-in-chief - would be an
“unacceptable” choice.

“Wewant tobeinvolved in the pro-
cess of choosing the person who is
going to lead Iran into the future,”
Trump told Reuters. “We don't have
togoback every five yearsand dothis
again and again ... Somebody that's
going to be great for the people, great
for the country.”

Iran expanded its cam-

paign of airstrikes, htmgw & The road out of southern Beirut yesterday. There were fears for those people unable to flee morocnam: nia nussamsiae

Migrant plans mimic
Trump, say Labour MPs

Kiran Stacey
Diane Taylor

Shabana Mahmood has put herself on
a collision course with Labour MPs
after announcing a set of changes
to the immigration system that one
backbencher said mimicked Donald

$535_u2401

Trump and another claimed would
inevitably lead to a Windrush-style
scandal.

The home secretary announced
her plans yesterday, including anend
to permanent refugee status and the
removal of government support from
asylum seekers who are deemed not
to need it or who break the law,

She also launched a pilot project to
pay 150 families whose asylum claims
had been rejected up to £40,000 each
to voluntarily leave the country or
face forcible removal. The families
have been contacted and have seven
days to decide whether to accept or
refuse the offer,

In a speech in central London,
Mahmood said: “The generosity of
the British people will become con
ditional on those seeking asylum
following the law, living by our rules
and not working illegally.

“Taxpayer-funded accommoda
tion will be reserved for those who

have no right to work and will oth-
erwise be destitute, such as for any
British citizen. Rights must come
with responsibilities, and British tax
payers cannot be expected to fund
the lives of those who refuse.”

She said the proposals were
needed to restore control at the bor
ders and combat the rising appeal of
hard-right parties such as Reform UK.
“If we don’t resolve these problems,
others with none of our values will
be given the chance todosoinstead,”
she said.

But they risk a dam- w
aging fight with her own

Starmer
urges USto
reach deal
with Iran

Pippa Crerar
Political editor

Keir Starmer said yesterday that the
Iran conflict engulfing the Middle
East could continue “for some time"
and told Donald Trumpthat the “best
way forward™ in the longer term was
anegotiated settlement with Tehran.
The prime minister said the UK
was doing "everything we can”™ to
de-escalate the situation. Incontrast,
the US president is focused on regime
change and has said it is *toolate™ for
the Iranian regime to negotiate.
Starmer defended his decision to
not involve the UK in initial offen-
sive strikes by the US and Israel at
the weekend, saying he stood by his
judgment and denying that it had
damaged the “special relationship™.
The prime minister has faced some
criticism from Gulf states and Cyprus
for not doing enough to protect
regional allies and British citizens in
the area from Iranian strikes. He has
alsobeen subject to personal attacks
from Trump, including a comment
that he was “not Winston Churchill™.
But the prime minister has urged
the US president to de-
escalate the conflict and

Musicals lead
charge for
Olivier awards

Paddingtonand
Sondheim's Intothe
Woods dominate
the nominations
News Page 13
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Muere Lobo Antunes, el coloso de las letras portuguesas —so v a1

ENCUESTA DE 40DB. SOBRE LA ESCALADA BELICA EN ORIENTE PROXIMO

Dos de cada tres espaioles se
oponen alaguerra contralran

® El 61,5% respalda el envio
de una fragata a Chipre ante
los ataques de Teheran

XOSE HERMIDA

Madrid

El 68,2% de los espafioles esti en
desacuerdo con los atagques que
Estados Unidos e Israel iniciaron
el pasado sibado contra Irin,
frente a un 23.2% que si apoya es-
ta ofensiva, segin una encuesta de
40dB. para EL PAIS v la Cadena
SER. Las respucstas sobre la ac-
macidn del Gobierno no son tan

f.umpa estrena con
¢l apoyo militar a Chipre
la defensa comin —e2

concluyentes. El 61.5% secunda el
envio de una fragata a Chipre co-
mo muestra del compromiso con
la defensa de la UE; el 56,0% avala
la decision de no apoyar militar-
mente a EE UU en la guerra y el
53,1% respalda el rechazo a que
el presidente de EE UL, Donald
Trump, utilice las bases militares
de Mordn de la Frontera (Sevilla)
v Rota (Cddiz) para los ataques.

herhaiﬁn acusa
al régimen irani de un
atague con drones —pa

de no permitir el uso de
las bases militares a EE UU

cEstd de acuerdo con el ataque?
En % de encuesstados
Muchao
Nada g%
4% Bastanto
15%
Poco NS
23% %

Israel hunde a Libano en
¢l caos ante laimpopular
ofensiva de Hezbold —rs

@ El 53,1% secunda la decision @ Un 42,2% apoya la actuacion
de Sdnchez, un 18,7% la de
Feijoo y un 12,7% la de Trump

El 42.2% de los encuestados
considera que ¢l presidente del
Gobierno, Pedro Sinchez, ha ac-
tuado bien ante el inicio de ln gue-
rra, por un 18,7% que valora po=
sitivamente el papel del lider del
FF, Alberto Nufiez Feijéo. Solo ¢l
12,7% respalda a Trump y ¢l 107%
apoya la actuacidn del primer
ministro isracli, Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu. —P16 ¥ 17

L.a Casa Blanca incita
alos insurgentes
kurdos aintervenir —es

Los Reyves visitaron ayer Arco, que se celebra
en Ifema (Madrid) hasta el domingo. En su re-
corrido por los estands, hicleron una parada
en el espacio de EL PAIS, donde Miquel Bar-

celd les explicd sus intervenciones sobre pd-
ginas de periodicos. Junto a Felipe V1 y dona
Letizia escucharon los comentarios del ar-
tista el ministro de Cultura, Ernest Urtasun;

SAMUEL SANCHEZ

ARCO 2026 Barceld muestra su obra a los Reyes en el estand de EL PAIS

Pilar Gil, vicepresidenta del consejo de admi-
nistracion del Grupo Prisa; Maribel Lopez, di-
rectora de Arco, y Joseph Oughourlian, pre-
sidente de Prisa.

—Pa4

La gasolina
experimenta

la mayor subida
de los tltimos
ocho meses

La previsién apunta
a otro fuerte aumento
la proxima semana

ALVARO SANCHEZ

Madrid

Laguerra en Oriente Proximo ya
se estd notando en ¢l balsillo de
los conductores. La gasolina se ha
eolocado en un precio medio de
1,486 curos por litro, lo que supo-
ne un incremento del 1% respecto
a la semana anterior. Se trata de
la mavor sublda desde finales de
junio, hace poco mds deocho me-
ses. La prevision es que la proxi-
ma semana las tarifas curopeas
vuelvan a sufrir un importante
aumento. —P26

Un error del juez
Peinado deja al
borde del archivo
una causa sobre
un parque solar

M. PLANELLES [ R. RINCON
Madrid

Un error del juez Juan Carlos Pei-
nado ha dejado en el aire una in-
vestigacion sobre irregularidades
en un megaparque solar en Ci-
ceres, La Fiscalia, pese a apreciar
delito, ha pedido el archivo de la
causa porgue Peinado no amplia
la instruccidn a dempo.  —P32

Trumprelevaa
la responsable de
la politica contra
los inmigrantes

PADLA NAGOVITCH

Nueva York

El presidente de Estados Unidos,
Donald Trump, destituyd ayer a
Kristi Noem comao secretaria de
Seguridad Nacional. Noem era
la responsable del temido ICE,
el brazo ejecutor de la campania
contra la inmigracion emprendi-
da por la Casa Blanca. —pPa



